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A Little Bit of S nshine 
 

Email:  oslc@rushmore.com 
 

Web Site:  www.oslcspearfish.com 
 

November 2021 
 

O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  

Psalm 95:1-2 
 
I believe there’s something in the human soul that longs to sing. From the sing-song 
cooing of babies to the impromptu tunes of toddlers, it doesn’t take a genius to figure 
out that human beings, from pre-language infancy onward, are instinctually driven to 
sing. It’s almost like we can’t help ourselves. 
 
Somewhere along the line, to varying degrees, we seem to get self-conscious of our 
singing voices. Some get praised for the sound of their songs, and sing all the more. 
Conversely, some feel shame or embarrassment at the sound of their own voice, and 
decide to leave the singing to the “professionals”… which is a shame.  To stifle the 
music inside is to withhold the most perfect worship from God. The most perfect 
worship is spontaneous, other-directed… with no self-regard or embarrassment. Like 
the songs of a child singing for the love of it. 
 
Speaking calendar-wise, we’re soon heading into my personal favorite time of the year 
when it comes to singing. Songs of thankfulness and praise… songs of hope and 
light… songs of peace at God’s appearing. No matter how badly the world has beaten 
the music out of a person the rest of the year, it’s pretty hard to remain mute from 
Thanksgiving onward into Advent. It’s darn near impossible on Christmas Eve 
 
In the mail, soon, you will be receiving a small devotional booklet for Advent entitled 
“heaven and nature sing.” It’s meant to be a daily companion for you during the Advent 
season of looking forward in hope to God’s presence among us. Deacon Laura 
Campbell and I will be taking turns posting daily reflections from the book, on the 
OSLC Facebook page, starting Sunday, November 28. From there forward, we’ll post 
Monday through Friday (you’ll be on your own for the weekends). We hope you’ll join 
us this Advent as we ready ourselves for Christ’s appearing. If heaven and nature are 
singing, let’s sing along. 
 
In hope of what is to come,  
 
Pastor Stephan Sandness 
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Dear friends in Christ, 
 

When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” 

 ~  John 1:38a 
 

When you first came in the doors of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, you came for a reason.  Fill in 

the blank, “I came to OSLC to find _____________________________________________.”  

What is the first thing that comes to your mind?   
 

Maybe in that space you put one of the following:  a place for my children to learn the stories of the 

Bible…companionship…Jesus…guidance in living as a Christian…ideas for where and how to 

serve…a community of believers….to understand God’s word….   I would love to hear what came 

to your mind immediately!   
 

Karoline Lewis, faculty member at Luther Seminary, asks the question “What really matters?”  To 

paraphrase her reply:  We need God and each other—everything else navigates from these.  We 

stay at the core in Prayer, Worship, and Word.  We are created for community, and in that we find 

purpose.  We are the church for others! 
 

Lately I have read and heard from more than one source that people who come to a congregation do 

so looking for three things:  Meaning, Belonging, and Purpose.  Does that sound true for you?  For 

your family?  Where, in the life of this congregation, do you see those needs being met?  What 

comes to your mind? 
 

Meaning: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Belonging: __________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

I look forward to your sharing your thoughts with me.  We can then celebrate where needs are 

being met and recognize where growth is needed!  As we receive New Members into our 

congregation this month, I pray we are aware of helping each other find what we’re looking for! 
 

God’s peace and blessings, 

Deacon Laura Lee Campbell 
  

Semi-Annual Meeting of 

the Congregation 
Sunday, November 14, 2021 

9:15 am 
Church Fellowship Hall 

  

Come and be a part of the church's semi-

annual meeting to approve the 2022 Budget 

and elect a new Nominating Committee.  We 

look forward to the ministry year 2022.  

Booklets are available on the counters in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Sanctuary A/C Update! 
 

Seems a little odd to be writing about air 
conditioning units as I look out at a blanket 
of snow this fine morning in October, but 
that’s South Dakota! We want to celebrate 
the magnificent response to OSLC’s need 
for a new A/C unit for the worship space. To 
date, we have received gifts totaling 
$40,050 toward the $42,800 cost. We’re 
only $2750 away from completion. The unit 
has been ordered and the project is “in the 
pipeline,” slated for installation before the 
next cooling season. A huge thanks for such 
a generous and rapid response! 
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UPDATE:  2021 OSLC Thanksgiving Meal  
FROM:  Pam Englund and Annette (AJ) Johnson,  
              Thanksgiving Dinner Planning Committee 
 

After much prayerful consideration, we have decided NOT to host the 30th annual event this year. We 

didn’t come to this decision lightly. There were a number of factors considered before the decision 

was made. We would love to see the meal start back up next year, perhaps under the guidance of a 

new planning team. That being said, we would like to continue serving the community this 

Thanksgiving by supporting the Spearfish Food Pantry. Below is a list of the food items that are in 

short supply and high demand at the Pantry. 
  

FOOD DONATIONS: 

 Canned foods – pork & beans, canned vegetables, soups, canned fruit, apple sauce 

 Non-perishables - breakfast cereal, hamburger/tuna/chicken Helpers, Jell-O, pasta and pasta 

sauces 

 Peanut butter, jelly 

 Mustard, ketchup, mayo 

Please: NO freezer or refrigerated items. 

Donations can be dropped off at OSLC Sunday through Friday.  
 

MONETARY DONATIONS:  

We, Pam and Annette, would be more than happy to shop for you for specific food items requested 

by the Food Panty. 

 Make checks payable to:  OSLC, memo line: Thanksgiving Donation  

 
 

Food and Monetary Donations should be made by Wednesday, November 17. 

Questions? Contact Pam at 605.639.9988 or Annette at 605.641.2297 

 
 

Personal Care Products requested for the  
Good Shepherd Clinic 

 
 

The Good Shepherd Clinic is collecting personal care products to give to their clients.   
 

Requested items are: 
Denture Cleaner 
Shaving Cream 

Razors 
Deodorant (men’s & women’s) 

Toilet Tissue 

Lotion* 
Shampoo* 

Conditioner* 
Body Wash* 

*regular size – not Jumbo 
Detergent pods 

 
Donated items should be placed in the plastic tub in front of the Receptionist Desk. 

 
Thank you for your assistance! 
~Good Shepherd Clinic 
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Songs of Thankfulness and Praise: 
Consecration Sunday 

December 12, 2021 
 

If indeed song is one of our most pure 
forms of worship, so too is our 
generosity born of thankfulness. During 
Advent this year, which begins on 
Sunday, November 28, we’ll be thinking 
about our stewardship of the hope we 
share through our ministry together in 
this place. As a congregation and as a 
people, we’ve come through one of the 
most challenging times in recent 
memory… but we have come through! 
What our congregation will look like and 
be about in 2022 will be a response to 
the God of mercy and grace who has 
walked beside us through all of it. Stay 
tuned for more details about 
Consecration Sunday 2021 in our 
December newsletter! 
 
 
 

 Pastoral Acts  
 

Baptisms 
 

September 26 Kenzer Wayne Beauchamp, son of 

Cassandra Stevens & Taylor Beauchamp 
 

September 29 Taycee Briane Ziegler, daughter of Ashley 

& Adam Ziegler. 
 

September 29 Karlee Jolene Ziegler, daughter of Ashley & 

Adam Ziegler. 
 

October 10 Camryn Grace Cordell, daughter of Alex & 

Lee Cordell. 
 

October 17 Ella Janice Delahoyde, daughter of Erin & 

Michael Delahoyde 
 

Weddings 
 

September 24 Marci Overby & Jamie Heubrock 
 

October 1 Kaylie Timm & Timothy Bahr 
 

October 2 Marcia Jackson & Gerald Stark 
 

Funerals 
 

October 8 Bennett “Gil” Gilbertson, 93, Spearfish 
 

October 15 Colleen Hauge, 89 , Spearfish 
 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time ends… 

 
Don’t forget to set your clocks back 1 hour! 
 
 
 

 

The “Love Your Neighbor” Jar for 

November will benefit  

Spearfish Community Food Pantry 
 

September’s Love Your Neighbor Jar raised 

$2,355.57 for LuMin:The Hills (Lutheran 

Campus Ministry @ BHSU). 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our church has over 25 Friendship Ministers 
who listen, care, encourage, and provide 
emotional and spiritual support.  Simply ask to 
be connected!   You can receive care in one 
visit or with an ongoing connection.  We all 
experience times of crisis, loneliness or stress 
(in both good and bad situations) when we 
could use the unbiased support of a Christian 
friend.   
 

Contact Nancy Christopherson at 645-2723 or 
Deacon Laura at 642-3715 to request a visit or 
for more information. 
 
 

November 

7 
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                                        New Members  
                               to be received   
                             November 21 

                          at both worship services. 
 

If you are interested in membership at this 
time, please call the church office at 642-3715.  
New Member orientation is Thursday, 
November 18 at 5:45 PM. 

 

Gather 
Women’s Evening 

  Bible Discussion 
 

“The gift of the Spirit:  A divine 

wild goose chase” 

 by Sara Olson-Smith 
 

Continuing: 

Tuesday, November 16, 6:30 pm 

Wind of God:  Refiner and Re-router 
 

As a resource, we use the Gather magazine of the 

Women of the ELCA.RSVP to Laura at 

oslc1@rushmore.com if you are interested in 

joining this small group. 

 

 
 

Adult Education: 
 

 Sunday mornings at 9:50 am in the Conference 

Room.   

  Join the conversation November 7 to set the 

plan for Nov 14 – Dec 19. 

 Three Women’s Circle Bible Studies:  Ruth, 

Deborah, or Esther 

 Men’s Fellowship 

 “Two on Tuesday” Women’s Bible study 

 “Gather” Women’s Evening Bible Study 
 

Please check the church calendar and website 

for gathering dates/times/places! 
 

If you would like to begin a new group, Deacon 

Laura will be happy to get you started.  Contact her 

at oslc1@rushmore.com or 642-3715. 

 
 
 
 

QUILT SUNDAY -  MORE THAN 
FABRIC JOINED TOGETHER 

 

Gathering in the church basement on Tuesday 

mornings from 9:00 AM to noon, the dedicated 

OSLC Quilters use their talents and skills to make 

beautiful quilts for Lutheran World Relief, local 

charitable organizations, OSLC high school 

graduates and baptisms.  Money from the quilts that 

we sell is used to purchase supplies to make quilts 

and is donated to local organizations such as Meals 

on Wheels, Artemis House, and the Spearfish 

Community Food Pantry.   
 

Making quilts is a tangible way to express love to 

our neighbors in need.  LWR quilts can be warm 

bedding, a simple tent, a room divider, a floor 

covering, or a carrier for precious belongings.   
 

We are thankful for all who work together to make 

the quilts, the laughter, the stories, and sometimes 

the tears, while supporting their church family, 

community and world. 
 

Experience the joy of creating something with one's 

hands and heart for another.  No need to know how 

to sew.  We welcome all helping hands to join us in 

this compassionate mission work.  Come when you 

can.  There is a job for everyone: sewing bindings, 

arranging blocks, pressing and tying.  Some do 

pressing, cutting blocks and sewing at home.  No 

time for quilting?  Donations are welcome.  

Blankets, sheets, mattress pads, and pieces of fabric 

can be re-purposed into quilts and monetary 

donations help us purchase supplies. 
 

Please take some time to look at the beautiful 

handiwork displayed on the pews from Quilt 

Sunday, November 21, through Julefest on 

December 4. 
 

OSLC Quilters 
 

 

 
We want to thank all our church family for the food, 

cards and visits.  You all mean a lot to us.  Carl is 

getting stronger every day, and I pray they have a 

solution for what ails me.  
 

God’s blessings to you all ‼️🙏❤️ 

~ Janet and Carl Mattison 

mailto:oslc1@rushmore.com
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Looking for a special way for your 

family or group to share the love of 

Jesus this Christmas?  Provide a gift 

for a Northern Hills child whose 

parent is in prison, for a senior citizen 

who might otherwise not be 

remembered, for a parent/child at Artemis house, and/or a gift 

card donation for children at Pine Ridge. 
 

 Provide a $20 Donation for a gift card for a 
child in need at Pine Ridge.  OSLC will purchase 
and deliver the gift cards in order to get them 
to Pine Ridge in time for their annual family 
gathering.  Monetary donations ($20) can be 
given after church services on Nov 14 and 21, 
or mailed to the Church, no later than Friday, 
Nov. 19. 
 

 Angel Tree tags for gifts will be available after 
worship on November 28 and December 5.  
Gifts should be returned and placed under the 
tree no later than 3 pm on Monday, December 
13. 

 

If you are attending church on-line and you would 
like an Angel Tree Tag mailed to you, please 
contact me by phone or email or if you have any 
questions regarding Angel Tree Tags or donations 
to Pine Ridge. 
 

~ Janice Clarkson, 605-642-0789 or 
jclarkson@spe.midco.net. 
 
 

Shopping for Christmas Gifts? 
 

 Give Equal Exchange coffee, 

chocolate, tea, etc.  Visit the 

display in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 Shop for unique fair-trade gifts at: 
https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGifts 
https://lwr.org/giving-category/gifts 

www.sharingthedream.org (online store) 
 

 
 

Spearfish Community  

Food Pantry needs for November 
 

Canned Peaches, Baked Beans, Scalloped/Au 

Gratin Potatoes, Canned Vegetables, 

Hamburger/Chicken/Tuna Helper, Stuffing Mix. 

 

 

 
7th & 8 Grade Confirmation: 

 

November 3: Class 

10: Class 
17: Class 

24: No Confirmation 

 
November Acolyte Schedule 

 

Sundays, 8:30 AM Worship 
 

Brooklynn Jeffery, Haven Baker 
 

Sundays, 10:45 AM Worship 
 

Kade Vavruska, Rylan Vavruska, Caleb Verhulst 

 
 

 
7:10 PM, Wednesday Evenings 

The Living Room, 810 N. Yale. 
 

All freshmen through seniors. 
 

On these gathering nights we discuss matters of 
faith, life and anything on your mind.  It is a great 
hour of fellowship and faith formation.  It is a very 
informal and meaningful evening and bringing a 
friend or friends is always welcomed.   
 

Our High School Youth are encouraged to sign-up 
for reminders by sending a text to: text @oslcy to 
the number 81010  
 

Save the Dates July 24-28, 
2022 - ELCA Youth Gathering 
Minneapolis, MN  
Information can be found at 
https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering  This 
national youth gathering will be for all high school 
students who have completed 9th - 12th grade.  To 
sign up for the early registration we have to have 
our registrations in by mid-November.  This is a 
great trip and well worth your consideration.  
Much of the expense will be offset by youth funds 
and fundraising that we will do this year.  Please 
talk to me or Jane Klug if you have any questions or 
wonderings about the gathering. 
 

Questions?  Please contact Chris Blain at 
ckblain@gmail.com. 
 

 

http://www.sharingthedream.org/
https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering
mailto:ckblain@gmail.com
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JuleFest 

  Scandinavian Christmas Festival and Bazaar 
December 4, 2021    
8:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
 

Fall is here and the Julefest will be here before you know it!   This is an event the entire congregation 
is welcome to participate in and your help is certainly needed to make this yet another successful and 
fun Julefest!  
 

Craft, Bake, Donate!  Craft! Keep going on those craft items! Knit, crochet, quilt, make Christmas 
decorations to sell from our tree, or whatever your creativity inspires!  Bake!  Dig out your favorite 
recipes!  Scandinavian, German, or whatever, people love our baked goods.  Lots of people let us do 
their Christmas baking for them, especially cookies and candies.  Pastries and pies go great, too.  
Homemade pickles, jellies and jams are also a big hit!  Remember the Antique Boutique when 
looking for new homes for your treasures that you no longer have space for.  Donations of 
collectibles and antiques may be brought to the church beginning December 1.  Crafts and 
baked goods donations should be brought to the church on Friday, December 3.  Your donations 
will be much appreciated. 
 

Back by popular demand…Swedish Pancakes! Made fresh and served from 8:00 – 10:00 AM.  
For a real treat come early and get one – they are delicious!! 
 

The quilters have been busy, so there will be lots of quilts for sale.  Keep them in mind for your 
Christmas shopping list! 
 

Get your voice in shape and brush up on your Norwegian to sing in the Troldhaugen choir.  Look 
for practice times in this newsletter and on our website. 
 

Cash donations toward expenses for recipe ingredients and supplies would be appreciated.  Please 
make your check out to “WELCA”, (not OSLC) and drop it off at the receptionist’s desk.  
 

We need help on the day of the Julefest.  Cashiers, kitchen and serving help, set-up, clean up, 
etc.  Anything you can do will be appreciated! 
 

Make plans now to get involved!  Proceeds go toward many worthy missions locally, 
nationally and abroad.   Sign-up sheets will be posted soon near the kitchen for pie servers and 
kitchen help at the Julefest.  
 

Listed below are some of the dates and times we could use your help!  Come and join us for some 
fun and fellowship and a little work!   
 

Most importantly, be sure to attend the festivities for a wonderful experience and taste of our 
Scandinavian Heritage! 
 

November 16 ~ 
9:00 AM Sloppy Joes Making 

November 18 ~ 
9:00 AM Meatball Making 

November 19 ~ 
8:30 AM Rosette Making 

November 28 ~ 
1:00 PM Scandinavian Baking 
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Save the date: 
 

The Senior Ministry Team 

is hosting our annual  

Christmas Party 

 

Thursday, December 9 

2:30 – 4:00 PM 

 

Watch for more information  

in the  

December Newsletter. 

 

 

Sunday Morning Transportation 
 

Everyone is welcome to use the free Sunday 

morning transportation service.  Our friendly 

drivers will make your trip to and from church a fun 

part of your day!  The service is available for both 

8:30 and 10:45 am worship.  Simply call the church 

office at 642-3715 by 2:00 pm on Friday afternoon 

to arrange your ride.  If you would like a standing 

order for rides every Sunday morning, let us know 

and we will have you on the schedule. 
 

Worship DVD and Bulletin Delivery 
  

If you are homebound on Sunday 

mornings and would like to have a 

DVD and bulletin of worship, please 

let us know at 642-3715.   

 
PLEASE HELP US UPDATE OUR MILITARY 

LIST.  We are asking everyone, even 
if your military member has been 
previously listed to send us your 

loved one’s current information.  If you have a family 
member in the military that you would like included on 
our list, please email Lisa at oslc4@rushmore.com with 
the following information:  Name, rank, branch of 
military, current mailing address, family connection.  
Also, a current photo would be welcome so that our 
Military Board may be updated.  Many of our members 
and small groups like to send cards to our military 
members, but many have been returned.  Thank you for 
your assistance! 

  Music Ministry   

 

Bell Choir Wednesdays at 5:00 pm 
 

Senior Choir Wednesdays at 7:15 pm 

Interested in joining?  

Please talk with Steve Aalbu. 

 

Please note, there will be no choir practices  

on Wednesday, November 24.  
 

 

 
 

Troldhaugen Choir 
 

 

If you like to sing, and would 
like to learn a few Scandinavian 
words, then join our 
TROLDHAUGEN CHOIR.   

The practice will be in the church sanctuary on 
Tuesdays, November 9, 16, and 23 at 6:00 
PM.  November 30 will be at “Troldhaugen” 
home of the “Bowers in Higgins Gulch”.  The 
performance will be at the Julefest at noon on 
December 4.  Please call Jytte at 642-7975 for 
further information. 

We need you!! 
 

 

 
 
 

Congratulations to our 
Students who completed 
First Communion 
Instruction.   

Addison Aalbu 

Mykal Allbright 

Colten Baker 

Kimber Baker 

Ryan Keller 

Kinley Kirk 

Payton Maser 

Noah Suda-Roberts 

Savannah Sukstorf 

Willow Routh 

Taycee Ziegler 
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November 2021 
 

We have all experienced our first snowfall and with 
it, our first dig out. As I watched out my front 
window the beauty of the snow falling I also 
watched it cover the beauty of flowerbeds, trees, 
and grass. I love living where I do because I get the 
chance of experiencing all that God has given us to 
see. Reading the bible study in my Gather 
magazine many of us think of the Holy Spirit, the 
first thing that comes to mind is a dove. Doves 
symbolize a peaceful purity that feels appropriate 
for God’s presence and power. After reading on, I 
came to read about the wild Goose. We need to 
remember the Holy Spirit is hard to capture like the 
wild Goose untamed, uncontrollable, hard to 
capture, difficult to nail down with an easy 
definition or quick answers. But God’s Spirit is good 
and never stops bringing life to this world. So let’s 
enjoy the Wild Goose Chase and let God’s Spirit 
lead us. 
 

This month we will have Thankoffering/Quilt 
Sunday on November 21.   
 

Watch for sign-up sheets to help with the Julefest 
December 4. It will be here before we know it. Lynn 
and her crew are working very hard to make this 
happen. 
 

Next WELCA board meeting will be November 3. 
Kitchen Duty will be Esther Circle 
 

Blessings, 
 

Mary Goddard 

 

 

WELCA Calendar 
 

Nov. Kitchen Duty  Esther Circle 
Nov. 3 ~ 9:30 AM WELCA Board Meeting 
Nov. 16 ~ 9:00 AM Sloppy Joes Making 
Nov. 18 ~ 9:00 AM Meatball Making 
Nov. 19 ~ 8:30 AM Rosette Making 
November 21 Thankoffering/Quilt Sunday 
Nov. 28 ~ 1:00 PM Scandinavian Baking 
Dec. 1 ~ 9:30 AM WELCA Board Meeting 
Dec. 4 ~ 8:00 AM Julefest 

 
 

Circle Meetings 
Circle Study Leaders 

November 1 
10:30 AM 

Deborah Circle  
November 8, 11:00 AM 
Leader:  Janet Reindl 

Hostess:  Bev Olheiser 
 

Esther Circle 
November 11, 1:00 PM 
Leader:  Anda Johnson 

Hostess:  Anne Kirk 
 

Ruth Circle  
November 18, 10:00 AM 

Leader:  Loretta Greni 
Hostess:  Lori Deibert 

 

Remember your Secret Sister 
during the month of November 
by mailing a card and keeping 
her in prayer! 
 

 

Dear friends,  
 

I continue to be amazed by the outpouring of 
generosity from Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
towards our friends in Guatemala.  Year after 
year, OSLC has fantastic sales for Sharing the 
Dream that not only provide an income for the 
artisans who made the products, but also allow 
us to continue to support our programs and 
projects in Guatemala.  The church supports 
two elder sponsorships, providing food, 
medical attention, and extra care to elders in 
extreme poverty, as well providing an 
educational scholarship to a promising young 
student, giving the student access to the tools 
that she needs to have a brighter future.  Many 
of you also support our friends in Guatemala 
individually by making a donation, volunteering 
your time to help the organization, and 
purchasing products throughout the year.  
Thank you for all that you do to make life better 
for our friends in Guatemala!   
  

Warmly,  
 

Lauren  
Director of Sharing the Dream  
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES 

November 2021 

 
GRATITUDE  
In 1 Thessalonians 5:18, we read “Be 

thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you 

who belong to Christ Jesus”. November serves a reminder 

to all of us to Be Thankful! Each Sunday in November the 

kids will be making a Thankful Paper Chain together with 

our church family. There will be 

strips of paper on each table in 

the fellowship hall for you to 

write your “thanks” on. We will 

collect them and put them 

together to be hung up around 

the fellowship hall. So…thank you for participating!   
 

THE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
December 19 at 10:45am. 

Be Sure To Mark Your Calendar! 
All kids, ages three through the 4th grade are welcome 

to be in the Christmas Play. However, if your child 

would like to have a speaking part, please make sure 

they are in Sunday school on November 14! We will 

assign speaking parts on that day. The 5th & 6th 

graders will provide ushering duties and sing in the 

choir.  

We are looking for young musicians to 

play or sing a Christmas song before 

the program or during the offering. It 

could be a song on the piano, guitar, 

oboe, tuba, or other instrument, a 

group of singers or a soloist, anything works for us!  

 
KIDZONE NEWS 
KidZone will return this year! We 

welcome all kids kindergarten thru 

5th grade to join us on the first 

Wednesday of the month that 

Spearfish Public schools have early release days for teacher 

in-services.  

KidZone will meet on these days:  

Nov 3, Dec 1, Feb 2, March 2, April 6, & May 4 

Registration is online only and is open on our website at 

www.oslcspearfish.com 

Flyers have gone out to schools. Cost will be $30 per family 

to help pay for bussing and supplies.  

 
 

FIRST GRADE MILESTONE 
Bible Cubes 
The First Grade class will reiceve the “Birth of Jesus” 

Story Cube during either worship service on December 

5. The cubes are a gift from the Senior Choir. Thank you 

so much for being so thoughtful! 
 

CHURCH LIBRARY BOOKS FOR FAMILIES 

Our church library has many children’s books available 

for anyone to check out. Here are some titles about 

Thanksgiving and giving praise and glory to the one 

who made us! 

o Thank You for Thanksgiving by Dandi Daley 
Mackall. This lively story follows a family at their 
Thanksgiving celebration.  

o Glory by Nancy White Carlstrom. A poem which 
calls upon all creatures to give glory and praise to 
the Creator. 

o Sing Praise by Rhonda Gowler Greene. Based on 
Psalm 148 and Psalm 150. In rhyming text and 
illustrations, all of nature sing the praises of God. 

 

ADVENT BAGS FOR FAMILIES 

We would like each family in our Sunday school or 

Wednesday school programs to have an Advent 

Adventure this year! You will receive an Advent bag 

that includes an Advent Calendar of Service Projects, 

ideas on how to make your own Advent Wreath, and, 

new this year, Advent & Christmas playing cards. Each 

card features a ritual, prayer reflection, or activity for 

families with kids ages 3-12. The bags will be handed 

out on November 17 (wed), 21 or 28, (which is the 

First Sunday of Advent). 
 

MORE GRATITUDE 

At the beginning of this school year, I really had no 

idea how we would be able to “do” Sunday school for 

our kids. I had three volunteers and that was it. I put 

out a plea for more help and God answered my 

prayers! We now have TWELVE volunteer teachers 

and a few helpers too! Yay! Thank you so much for 

your prayers for our program and to our volunteers 

for stepping up! I appreciate it, the families appreciate 

it, the church appreciates you, but most of all, our kids 

appreciate you! Abi Case, Ellie Klein, Sydney 

Haugland, Ashley Zeigler, Barb Schuler, Anna Ford, 

Jamie Heubrock, Heidi Johnson, Brittney Routh, 

Claire Nida, Maria Eisenbraun, Elaina Nielsen and 

Maggie Faulkner. With a Thankful Heart, 

 ~Miss Beth  

http://www.oslcspearfish.com/
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Our Savior's Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
October 12, 2021 - 6:30 PM Via ZOOM 

OUR MISSION: Inspired by God’s grace, we open our hearts to all in  faith, prayer, fellowship,  
and service through Jesus Christ. 

 
1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by 

Rod Custer at 6:32 PM. Members present were 
Pastor Stephan Sandness, Deacon Laura Campbell, 
Andy Binder, Rod Custer, Christopher Egerdahl, Deb 
Kimbell, Karson Klein, Cindy Koppinger, Helen 
Merriman, Christina Miles, David Pummel, and Pam 
Tyma.  
 

2. Members shared “What’s on Top,” and people 
shared news about travels, visits, kids, work, and 
snow. 
 

3. Devotions:  Andy Binder’s day was so filled with 
preparations for the coming storm that he did not 
have time to find a devotion to share. We thank him 
for his devotion to his work and to our community. 
 

4. Approve Agenda:  David Pummel moved to 
approve the agenda; Helen Merriman seconded; 
motion carried.  
 

5. Approval of the September Council Minutes:  
Andy Binder moved to approve the minutes; 
Christopher Egerdahl seconded; motion carried.  
 

6. Approval of the September Treasurer’s Report:  
David Pummel reported that the monthly income and 
expenses were about even at almost 42,000 each. 
With expenses a little higher than income, we fell 
$561 behind this month. David is not concerned 
because our history shows that we often have a slow 
Fall, and our good months in terms of giving are just 
ahead of us. The congregation focused their efforts 
on raising the $40,000 over two months for the AC 
unit replacement, which is an outstanding 
achievement. Pam Tyma moved to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report; Christina Miles seconded; motion 
carried. 
 

7. Ministerial Staff Reports:  
Deacon Laura enjoyed leading worship on Rally 
Sunday and was energized by the enthusiasm of 
Sunday school starting and the "God’s Work. Our 
Hands." Project. Fifty-three hygiene kits were 
assembled for the ministry of Pine Ridge 
Reconciliation Center. Also in September, she 
attended continuing education on the Psalms through 
the Synod Fall Theological Conference in Pierre. 
Laura presided over two weddings. The Fall WELCA 
Bible study is three sessions about the Holy Spirit. 
The Conference WELCA board is discussing how to 
proceed after a long period of not being able to 
gather. Adult Education sessions on Sunday morning 
began in October with three individual discussion 
opportunities. New Member Orientation & Dinner is 
scheduled for Thursday evening, November 11, with 
New Members received in worship on Sunday, 
November 14. 

Pastor Stephan reported that the church will not 
serve Thanksgiving dinner this year. It is very 
popular, and the room gets very crowded which 
may not be safe at this time. He has presided 
over six baptisms in the last four weeks, and he 
enjoyed working to ready the kids for their first 
communion. Wedding season is coming to an 
end; it was a very busy year for weddings. He 
has been leading the confirmation class through 
Genesis, and he directed us to look at the 
posters the students made to describe or identify 
themselves via pictures. He has been working 
with the Finance Team to prepare the 2022 
budget.  He has also been thinking about 
Stewardship and Communications. 
 

Advent is coming, and the church will be 
sending a devotional booklet to everyone in the 
congregation. Stephan and Laura will be sharing 
those devotions on Facebook as they did last 
year. Stephan announced that Steve Aalbu will 
be stepping back, possibly in December, from 
his choir directing duties of over 20 years.  

 

8. Community Connection:  Due to the weather, 
Pat Rotert will share his community insight at the 
November council meeting. 

 

9. Committee Updates:  
 Communication Team is working on the 

newsletter to find a way to revitalize it, possibly 
using Adobe software. The newsletter should 
inform, inspire, and educate.  
Senior Ministry had an outing to the Tri-State 
Museum and lunch at the Branding Iron on 
September 23. The weather was great, and the 
seniors loved it. 

 Education: Sunday school had a good start with 
36 kids on the first day. Fifth and sixth grade 
Pre-Confirmation began on October 10, and 
their sessions will be on Sunday and 
Wednesday. The elementary kids are trying out 
a new curriculum, which has gotten great 
feedback. The High School Youth Group met at 
City Park on October 3. The ELCA Youth 
Gathering will be in Minneapolis on July 24-28, 
2022. KidZone will start on November 3 with 
registration online only. Camp 2022 registration 
will open November 1. Milestone ministry: First 
Communion on October 10 and Bible cubes on 
December 5. 

 Mission Team wrapped up Clothe-a-Kid 2021. 
Businesses raised $11,635; the four churches 
(Countryside, UMC, St. Joseph’s, and OSLC) 
together raised over $13,365. With a budget of  
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$25,000, 142 children received a hoodie, money to 
shop at Walmart to buy clothes, and new this year, 
each received $20 for toiletries. Mission team also 
participated in creating the kits for Pine Ridge, and 
the team will begin working on the Angel Tree project 
this month. 

 

10. 2022 Budget Recommendation:  David Pummel 
presented information about the budget 
considerations for 2022. Most areas of the budget 
will see no change, and he believes that some 
money from the 2021 budget will not be spent. The 
salaries and compensation for all staff will increase 
by five percent, an amount that is predicted to be 
close to the cost-of-living increase for 2022. A few of 
the benevolent funds will be increased by three 
percent. All this information will be presented at the 
Semi-annual Meeting of the congregation.  

 

11. Adjourn:  Rod Custer adjourned the meeting at 8:17, 
followed by the Lord’s Prayer. The next meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at 6:30 PM. 
Christina Miles will lead devotions.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Koppinger 

 

Trea$urer’s Report 
As of September 30, 2021 

 
Year-to-date Offerings: $363,617.49 
Year-to-date Expenses: $371,005.06 

Year-to-date Budget $418,775.37 
 

 
 

 Scriptures  
 

Nov. 7  Isaiah 25:6-9 
  or Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 
Psalm 24 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
John 11:32-44 
 

Nov. 14 Daniel 12:1-3 
Psalm 16 
Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25 
Mark 13:1-8 
 

Nov. 21  Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
Psalm 93 
Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 
 

Nov. 28 Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Luke 21:25-36 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Office Notes: 
 

The Church office will be closed on Thanksgiving, 
Thursday, November 25 and Friday, November 26. 

 

The deadline for submission of items for the December 
newsletter is Thursday, November 18.  Please send your 

newsletter items to Lisa at oslc4@rushmore.com 

 

Ways to give electronically: 

    

Scan the code or go to our website, click on the Online 
Giving button: 

 

Clicking on that button will take you to a secure page on 
which you can donate to the vital ministries of Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church directly from a checking or savings account, 
or using a credit or debit card. 
Check out our website for the monthly newsletter, calendar 

and much more… www.oslcspearfish.com. 
 

Has your address or phone number changed?  Please let us 
know at 642-3715 or e-mail Julie at oslc@rushmore.com 

 

Prefer not to receive a paper copy of our newsletter?  Let us 
send you an email with a link to our newsletter when it’s 
posted to our website.  If you are interested, please send 
your email address to Julie at oslc@rushmore.com or call us 
at 642-3715. Thank you! 
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          NOVEMBER 2021           

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

1 
10:30 AM Circle Study Leaders 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 

2 
  8:30 AM Fix-it Group 
  9:00 AM Quilting 
  5:30 PM Education Comm. 
 

3 
  9:30 AM WELCA Board Mtg. 
  1:00 PM KidZone 
  5:00 PM Bell Choir 
  5:16 PM Wednesday Supper 
  5:16 PM Confirmation 

Fellowship/Servant 
  5:40 PM Wednesday School 
  6:26 PM Wednesday Word 
  7:10 PM HS Youth @ TLR 
  7:15 PM Senior Choir 

4 
 

5 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deacon’s Day Off 

6 
  8:00 AM Men's Fellowship   
   

7 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  
  9:45 AM Education Hour 
10:45 AM Joyful Journey 
                 Worship Service 

 
 
 
 
 

All Saints Sunday 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 

8 
10:30 AM Senior Ministry 
11:00 AM Deborah Circle 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Day Off  

9 
  8:30 AM Fix-it Group 
  9:00 AM Quilting 
  2:00 PM Two on Tuesday  

Women’s Bible Study 
  5:30 PM Mission Comm. 
  6:00 PM Finance Comm. 
  6:00 PM Troldhaugen Choir 
                 Practice 
  6:30 PM Church Council 

10 
  5:00 PM Bell Choir 
  5:16 PM Wednesday Supper 
  5:16 PM Confirmation 
  5:40 PM Wednesday School 
  6:26 PM Wednesday Word 
  7:10 PM HS Youth @ TLR 
  7:15 PM Senior Choir 

11 
  1:00 PM Esther Circle 
 
 
 
 

 

12 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deacon’s Day Off 

13 
 
 
 

 

14 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  
  9:45 AM Education Hour 
  9:45 AM Semi-Annual 
                  Meeting of the  
                  Congregation 
10:45 AM Joyful Journey 
                 Worship Service 
 
 

Angel Tree ~ Pine Ridge 

15 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 

16 
  8:30 AM Fix-it Group 
  9:00 AM Sloppy Joe Making  
                 in the kitchen 
  9:00 AM Quilting 
  6:00 PM Troldhaugen Choir 
                 Practice 
  6:30 PM Gather Women’s 

Evening Bible Study 
 

 

17 
  5:00 PM Bell Choir 
  5:16 PM Wednesday Supper 
  5:16 PM Confirmation 
  5:40 PM Wednesday School 
  6:26 PM Wednesday Word 
  7:10 PM HS Youth @ TLR 
  7:15 PM Senior Choir 

18 
  9:00 AM Meatball Making 
                In the kitchen 
10:00 AM Ruth Circle    
  5:45 PM New Member Supper  
                and Orientation 
 

 

19 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR    
  7:00 AM GSC Board Mtg. 
  9:00 AM Rosette Making in  
                 the Kitchen 
 
 
 

Deacon’s Day Off 
Newsletter Due 

20 
  8:00 AM Men's Fellowship   

 

21 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  
  9:45 AM Education Hour 
10:45 AM Joyful Journey 
                 Worship Service 

 
 

New Members Received 
Thankoffering/Quilt Sunday  

Angel Tree ~ Pine Ridge 
Christ the King Sunday 

22 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 

23 
  8:30 AM Fix-it Group 
  9:00 AM Quilting 
  2:00 PM Two on Tuesday  

Women’s Bible Study 
  5:30 PM Worship & Arts 
  6:00 PM Troldhaugen Choir 
                 Practice 
 

24 
No Wednesday Evening 

Activities 

25 

 
 
 
 

 
(office closed) 

26 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(office closed) 

27 
 

28 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  
  9:45 AM Education Hour 
10:45 AM Joyful Journey 
                 Worship Service 
  1:00 PM Scandinavian  
                 Baking 
 
 
 
Angel Tree Tag Distribution 

First Sunday of Advent 

29 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 

30 
  8:30 AM Fix-it Group 
  9:00 AM Quilting 
  6:00 PM Troldhaugen Choir 
                 Practice @ 
                 Jytte Bowers’ Home 
  6:30 PM Friendship Ministry 

    



 

Mission Statement:  Inspired by God’s grace, we open our hearts to all in faith, 
 prayer, fellowship and service through Jesus Christ. 
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Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
1020 State Street 
Spearfish, SD  57783 
 

Staff:   Stephan Sandness, Senior Pastor 
  Laura Campbell, Deacon  

Beth Nielsen, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Julie Lee, Office Manager 

  Lisa Williams, Receptionist 
 
 
Worship: Sundays         8:30 am Traditional Worship Service 
            10:45 am Joyful Journey Worship Service  
  Live stream at 8:30 am or watch later!  Connect through our web site. 
  Wednesday 5:16 pm Wednesday Supper 

6:26 pm Wednesday Word  

 
 

Church Office located at 1020 State Street 
Church Phone Number:  642-3715 
Kitchen/Quilting Phone Number:  722-0660 
 
Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday 
 
WEB site:   www.oslcspearfish.com 
E-mail: oslc@rushmore.com 


