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But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, 
as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to 
come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, 

and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of 
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens 
will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we 
wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or 
blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.  (2 Peter 3:8-15) 
 

“Are we there yet?” 
 

That, of course, is the plaintive cry of every child everywhere who’s had to travel any significant 
distance with their folks. Are we there yet? As if by asking the question, they’ll be magically brought 
closer to the destination… while patient parents everywhere through time and eternity have given the 
same answers: “Nope.” Or “Almost.” Or the not-so-patient answer: “Does it look like it?” 
 

There seems to be a built-in urgency within the human soul and psyche to get to where we think we 
ought to be. The journey becomes the inconvenient obstacle to the destination… something simply to 
endure as a trial and tribulation until the end, the goal. 
 

I get it. These last ten months of dealing with COVID-19 have many of us asking, “Are we there yet?” 
With the appearance of vaccines, we can start to imagine an end of sorts to this miserable road-trip, 
where we can finally get out of the car and stretch our legs again (in the myriad of ways we haven’t 
been able to, from our work to our social lives to our worship lives to our recreation). But imagining 
the end and getting there are two different things. We know we’re not there… yet. Vigilance is yet 
required, as is patience. Which is a particular trial for me, as I’m about the least patient person I 
know. 
 

Still, maybe there is an opportunity in these next days and weeks (or months) to reclaim the time from 
mere waiting to preparation for renewed purpose. ‘Cuz here’s the deal: when this pandemic is finally 
in our rearview, we’re not simply returning to “the way things were…” to some pre-pandemic 
existence. We couldn’t even if we wanted to! We will be different for having traveled this road and, 
depending on how we have used the time, we may just be ready to welcome “new heavens and a 
new earth, where righteousness is at home,” to quote Peter. 
 

The early Christians of Peter’s community were convinced that Jesus, after having ascended to his 
Father, was about to return any day. They dreamed of rescue from the day-to-day slog that is so 
much of this life, dreaming of a better existence under his lordship… a better future. As such, they 
were like kids in the backseat constantly asking, “Are we there yet?” Peter’s counsel to his 
congregation was simple: Instead of asking “Are we there yet?”, perhaps this time is an opportunity 
given us by a patient God, allowing us to practice what living under God’s peaceful reign actually 
looks like. If we’re so occupied practicing peace and forbearance with one-another… with telling the 
story of God’s love in Jesus to those who need to hear of their worth… then maybe the trip wouldn’t 
seem so stinkin’ long! (I suspect that’s what he means by “hastening the coming of the day of God.) 
After all, is there anything that can make a trip go faster than a good story? 

Continued on page 2 
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Continued from  page 1 

 
We have a story to tell… the greatest story ever told, in fact.  
 

This year, our appointed texts for worship (the lectionary) have us diving into Mark’s Gospel. When 
Mark wrote his account of the Good News of God in Jesus Christ, he wrote with an obvious sense of 
urgency… as though time were of the essence and we had none of it to waste. Perhaps it is a gift 
from a patient God that we are reading from it in 2021, finding ourselves on this particular road, as 
our own patience runs thin. 
 

As we begin the 40-day journey of Lent this month, making our way to the cross once again, we’re 
inviting you into a different Lenten discipline this year. Since we’re not yet at a place where most feel 
comfortable with in-person gatherings of large size, here’s what we’re cookin’: Those of you in the 
Northern Hills area will soon be receiving a daily devotional book called “a story to tell.” Within, you’ll 
find reflections and thoughts for each day from Ash Wednesday to Easter. Deacon Laura Campbell 
and I, along with others from OSLC, will be posting a daily video reflection on our OSLC Facebook 
pages, where you can join us as you wish or simply use the devotional privately or with those in your 
household (much like we offered with the devotional during Advent this last December).  
 

To begin this Lenten journey, we will be offering on Ash Wednesday, February 17, several 
opportunities to gather for a brief (half hour) in-person worship at OSLC. The time will be centered 
around confession and the Lord’s Supper, reminding us of our mortality and commissioning us to use 
the time given us to travel this road with purpose and humility. We invite you to one of the following, 
whichever works for you that day: 
 

7:00 – 7:30 a.m.   
Noon – 12:30 p.m. 
3:30 – 4:00 p.m. 
6:26 – 6:56 p.m. (our usual Wednesday Word time) 
 

While we are waiting, let us strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard 
the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 

In Gratitude for you, 
 

Pastor Stephan Sandness 
 

 

The “Love Your Neighbor” Jar 
 for the month of February will 

benefit OSLC Camper Scholarships.  

December’s Love Your Neighbor Jar 

raised $627.00 for the Spearfish Ministerial 

Association. 
 

 

 Pastoral Acts  
 

 

Baptism 
 

January 10 Dennaye Lavone Stadler, daugther of 
Chantelle Janke & Bryant Stadler 

 

 

Centering Prayer 
Tuesdays – Beginning February 23  

Continuing March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

12:15 – 12:45 pm 
 

Please join us during Lent on Tuesdays from 

12:15 – 12:45 pm in the sanctuary at Our 

Savior’s Lutheran.  Masks are required.   
 

Centering Prayer is a form of contemplative 

prayer—the opening of mind and heart—to 

God.  Come relax and experience this 20-

minute meditative prayer form.  Questions?  

Contact Deacon Laura @ 642-3715 or 

oslc1@rushmore.com 

 

mailto:oslc1@rushmore.com
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Dear Friends, 
 
Mid-month we begin the church’s season of Lent—a time of introspection and repentance.  We hear 
the call to return to the Lord, to spend time with the One who loves us best, the One who is gracious 
and merciful, whose love is steadfast.   
 
 “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  ~ Romans 8:38-39  
 
My prayer for all of us this season is that we would truly take the time to be in God’s presence…in 
worship, in daily devotions and prayer, in quiet walks….  I invite you to try Centering Prayer on 
Tuesdays at 12:15 pm (see details in this newsletter). 
 
I would love to hear what other way you might be inspired to spend time with the One who loves you 
best.  

 ~  Deacon Laura Lee Campbell 
 

 

Gather: 

  Women’s Evening 

         Bible Study 
 

Theme – Journeys with angels,  

by Rev. Christa von Zychlin 
 

Continuing… 

Tuesday, February 16, 6:30 – 7:45 pm  

 Turnaround angels 
Tuesday, March 16, 6:30 – 7:45 pm 

   Holy Comfort 
Tuesday, April 20, 6:30 -7:45 pm   

 Feasting angels 
 

As a resource, we use the Gather magazine of the 

Women of the ELCA.  We meet online via Zoom.  

To join, contact oslc1@rushmore.com or 642-

3715. 
 

 

Pray For Our Military Members and Families: Ben 
Alger, Cyrus Bernard, Jessie King, 
Kyle Kloeckl, Jodi Kuester, Dalton 
Meeks, Scott Nauman, Brook 

Paulson, Andrew J. Schreiner, Sydney Spraitz, and 
Kraig Vavruska.  Addresses are posted in the glass 
case in the Fellowship Hall.  If you know someone we 
haven’t listed, or if you have an address change, 
please call the church office at 642-3715.   

Lunch at The Living Room 
 

One of the casualties of the pandemic this last 
year has been our ability to get together for in-
person study of the Word. We’re hoping to begin 
dipping our toes back in those waters by 
reinstating our Thursday lectionary text study at 
The Living Room (our building on the corner of 
Jackson and Yale), Thursdays at noon, every 
week beginning on Thursday, February 18, the 
day after Ash Wednesday.  We’ve called it Lunch 
at The Living Room, with anyone so inclined 
bringing their noon meal with them. As we start 
back up again, perhaps the prudent thing for now 
would be to forego the food and partake solely of 
the Word, enabling us to keep our masks on. 
Our time together will be spent taking a look at 
the appointed scriptures coming up in worship, 
and then to think together about what God might 
be speaking to us, so we might speak “a word in 
due season” to one another.  
 

If there is expressed interest on the part of folks 
who would like to join us on-line through Zoom, 
we can certainly work that out. Just let me know! 
 

Consider joining us. We can listen… and even 
speak a little bit, together.  
 

In hopes of a productive year, 
 

Pastor Stephan Sandness  
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February 17 Ash Wednesday 
7:00 – 7:30 a.m. 

Noon – 12:30 p.m. 
3:30 – 4:00 p.m. 
6:26 – 6:56 p.m.  

(our usual Wednesday Word time) 
 

 
 

February 3: No Confirmation 

10: Lesson 
17: Lesson 
24: 8th Grade Confirmation 

 

High School Youth Group  
7:10 PM, Wednesday Evenings 

The Living Room, 810 N. Yale. 
 

For all freshmen through seniors. 
 

Join us each Wednesday evening at The Living 
Room at 7:10 pm as we discuss matters of faith, life 
and anything on your mind.  It is a great hour of 
fellowship and faith formation.  During this time of 
Covid 19 we respectfully ask that you wear a mask.  
It is pretty laid back and welcomes all.  Bring a friend 
or two if you like.  Hope to see you then. 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Transportation 
Need a ride to church on Sunday mornings?  

Call the church office (642-3715) by 2 pm Friday 
afternoon to reserve a ride. 

 

Worship DVD and Bulletin Delivery 
  

If you are homebound on Sunday 
mornings and would like to have a 

DVD and bulletin of worship, please 
let us know at 642-3715.   

 

 
 

Friendship Ministers are lay people who make 

themselves available as listening and supportive 

friends.  They are present through visits, phone 

calls, conversations at church, at work and in the 

community.  Relationships vary from a one-time 

visit to a few weeks, a few months or years.  

Confidentiality is a core component of this 

ministry.   
 

To learn how you can receive care, call the Nancy 

at 645-2723 or Laura at 642-3715.  The care you 

will receive is confidential and FREE. 
 

Have you thought about becoming a Friendship 

Minister?  Training is available even during this 

time of distancing—tailored to your needs!  Just 

let us know by calling the church office at 642-

3715.   
 

 

Secret Sister  
Reveal Gathering 

Saturday, February 13  

@ 2:30 pm 
“Gathering on-line via Zoom” 

 

It’s time to “meet” your Secret Sister who has been 

praying for you and remembering you with notes in 

the mail!  Because we are a large group, we will 

meet this time via Zoom (hoping that works for 

some of you).   
 

Please drop off your gift ($10) for your Secret 

Sister in the church Fireside room between Monday 

and Thursday (Feb. 8-11, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.)  

Wednesday the church is open until 7:30 pm.  Be 

sure to sign the check-in form which will include 

your email address, physical address, and whether 

you can access Zoom. 
 

On Saturday, between 10:00 am and 1:00 pm, your 

gift will be delivered to your doorstep.  Then at 

2:30 pm, click on the Zoom link that will be 

emailed to you in order to join the group online.  
 

Questions?  Call Bonnie Langum 605-641-4504 or 

Janet Baker 701-425-6136 
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OSLC QUILTERS' SUMMARY 
2020 

 

We cut quilt blocks at home, we sewed at home, we 
removed sheet hems and pressed sheets at home, 
we pinned quilt blocks at home, we tied quilts in our 
garages, and we masked-up to tie quilts and sew 
quilt edges in the quilting room at the church. 
 

Thanks to the dedication and efforts of many, we 
were able to complete 275 quilts in 2020. 
 

The quilters donated 164 quilts as follows: 
 

52 to Lutheran World Relief 
  8 to Lutheran Social Services – Canyon Hills Center 
17 to OSLC High School Seniors 
  6 to OSLC Baptisms 
  3 to OSLC Members 
12 to Artemis House 
10 to CASA – Northern Hills 
15 to Pine Ridge Angel Tree 
10 to Red Cross 
  6 to Salvation Army 
  5 to Spearfish Middle School 
10 to Spearfish Police Department 
10 to Youth & Family Services 
 

As life pushed us along in 2020, we tried to adapt to 
our circumstances rather than become overwhelmed 
by them.  We hope that circumstances in 2021 allow 
us to make the difference God wants us to make. 
 

 

 

February is Our Savior’s 

Month to Serve the Spearfish 

Community Food Pantry 
 

February 1-12 is OSLC’s time to 
work the Spearfish Community Food Pantry.  THANK 
YOU to those who have signed-up to volunteer at the 
pantry, all our time slots to work are filled!!! 
 

Your contributions of food throughout the year are 
greatly appreciated, and you are encouraged to 
increase your contributions in our service month.  
Your food donations are an integral part of this 
organization as well as your monetary donations that 
enable the purchase of meat, eggs, frozen juice, 
margarine, and other items needing refrigeration.  
Remember the Food Pantry when you do your 
grocery shopping this month! 
 

February Needs 
Chunky Peanut Butter, Cereals, Facial Tissue (such 
as Puffs or Kleenex), Canned Pineapple or Mandarin 

Oranges, Egg Noodles, Beef or Chicken Broth 

Yarn Ministry 
 

Do you know someone who needs our 
prayers or the comfort of a prayer 
shawl representing our prayers? A 
prayer shawl is given to anyone upon 
request... generally to those who are in 
ill health, grieving, lonely, shut in, etc. 
 

The shawl is a tangible representation of God's love, 
care and comfort available to the recipient, as well as 
the assurance that prayer has been made on behalf 
of the one who receives the shawl by others...by the 
one making the shawl and by the whole Yarn Ministry 
group as the shawl gets blessed before it is given 
out.  Please come by the church office, Monday - 
Friday, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM and ask for one. 
 

In 2020 we gave out 70 prayer shawls, and provided 
16 lap robes to the Spearfish Canyon Healthcare, 
Garden Hills, and Edgewood Vista Assisted Living.  
We also gave 13 dishcloths for each new member 
family. 
 

If you would like to join our yarn ministry, we meet 
every Monday afternoon from 1:00 - 3:00 at the 
church. We both crochet and knit the items. 
Everyone is welcome and we could really use your 
help!!  Can’t make it to join us?  You could make your 
project at home and bring it to the church during 
office hours or on Sunday mornings.  Need yarn?  
We have that too! 
 

 

 

 

Scriptures  
 

Feb. 7 Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 
 

Feb. 14 2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 
 

Feb. 21  Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Peter 3:18-22 
Mark 1:9-15 
 

Feb. 28 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:23-31 
Romans 4:13-25 
Mark 8:31-38 
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Sign-up for 2021! 
 

Women of Our Savior’s: 

 

Once again, we would like to provide a simple way for you to get to know another 

woman (age 18 – 100+) in our congregation.  Sign up to be a Secret Sister at the display in the 

Fellowship Hall February 15-25.  The name and address of your Secret Sister will be sent to you in 

early March.  You will then secretly connect with her via regular mail from March 2021 until February 

2022.       

 

Guidelines: 

 Keep your Secret Sister’s name a secret!   

 Pray for your Secret Sister daily. 

 Send a card or note in the mail once a month and on her birthday.   

 Bring a small gift ($10) for your Secret Sister to the final reveal gathering.   
 

We will gather in February 2022 to reveal our Secret Sister connections (date and time to be 

announced).   

 

Questions?  Contact oslc1@rushmore.com or 642-3715 

 

                                                

 

 

 
                                                                         OSLC Cookbook, 2002 

mailto:oslc1@rushmore.com
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February 2020  
 

As I write this report, there have been so many 

uncertain thoughts going through my mind. We 

are uncertain if we will make it through this 

pandemic and be able to see our loved ones again, 

to hug and let them feel the warmth of family life 

once more; if we will be able to travel to far away 

places and enjoy the freedom that we took for 

granted. It makes me wonder how Jesus felt 

going into a strange place not knowing what 

might happen next. Ladies, please take a few 

minutes to read your January/February Gather 

magazine, in the Bible study “Journeys with 

angels” on page 24; then follow up with page 32. 

I find this will help us in understanding how we 

can reach out to others and prepare ourselves for 

Lent. 
 

At our January 6 board meeting we discussed 

plans for the months ahead.  During Lent we 

usually participate in Lenten Lunches sponsored 

by the Spearfish Ministerial Association.  For the 

safety of all, they have decided not to hold the 

lunches this year.  We will look forward to next 

year! 
 

Ladies mark February 13 on your calendar! Our 

SECRET SISTER reveal is at 2:30 that afternoon. 

The planning team is working on a creative and 

safe way for us to meet.  See the article in this 

newsletter with detail!  Thank you for your 

prayers and connections with each other. 
 

We are pleased to have Barb Bjorneberg take the 

position of cheer person. We also want to thank 

Carlene Rosencranz for the many years of her 

service. I know it has been a fun and rewarding 

part of her WELCA experience.  
 

As we get ourselves ready for tomorrow let’s ask 

ourselves how can we reach out to someone else 

and lessen the load they may be carrying.  
 

Peace be with you ALL. 
 

Mary Goddard 

WELCA President 
 

 

WELCA Calendar 
Feb. Kitchen Duty  Deborah Circle 
February 3 ~ 9:30 AM WELCA Board Meeting 
March 3 ~ 9:30 AM WELCA Board Meeting 

 

 

Circle Meetings 
 

Circle Study Leaders:  
 

Monday, February 1 
10:30 AM 

Deborah Circle  
February 9, 11:00 AM 

Leader/Hostess:   
Joan DeWall 

 

Esther Circle 
February 11, 1:00 PM 
Leader:  Janet Baker 
Hostess:  Lila Bliss 

 

Ruth Circle  
February 18, 10:00 AM 

Leader:  All 
Hostess:  Connie Niehaus 

 
 
 

Personal Care Kit 
 

When LWR distributes Personal Care Kits, it’s 
often to people who have lost everything. In the 
wake of an earthquake, or having fled from 
violence as their homes were overtaken, they 
clasp a towel from a faraway place, with a bar of 
soap, a toothbrush…and washing up, they know 
that they have not been forsaken by the world. 
 

Deborah Circle would like to encourage anyone to 
donate articles or a kit and put in the basket at the 
back of the fellowship hall.  Personal Care Kits are 
due Feb. 15. 
 

Include the following items in each Personal Care 
Kit:  
 

 One bath-size towel (maximum 52” X 27”), dark 
color recommended  

 Two bars of new soap, bath size 
in original wrapping  

 One toothbrush, adult-size in its 
original packaging  

 One sturdy comb, remove 
packaging  

 One metal nail clippers (attached file optional), 
remove packaging  
 

Wrap all the smaller items in the towel and tie 
securely with ribbon or yarn. Do not enclose in plastic 
bag.  
 

The very simple gesture of giving a Personal 
Care Kit can give someone the encouragement to 

start anew, starting with a bath.  You can share 
God’s grace and love by providing that simple 

comfort. 
 



 A Little Bit of Sonshine 8 

Children & Families Ministry News 

February 2021 

 

 

Valentines for All!  
 We would like to encourage you to  
“REACH OUT IN LOVE” this Valentines Day by 
sending a handmade Valentine to someone special 
from our church family! Think about those folks you 
saw at church and are wondering about during this 
time of not meeting as we typically do. Make them 
a Valentine, look them up in the directory, and mail 
it to them! Or, if you don’t have a specific person in 
mind, please make a Valentine for “Someone 
Special”, bring it to the church and we will mail it to 
someone who has been home bound or lives in 
assisted living from our church family!  

 Please drop off your spectacular creations at the 
church by Feb 8! 

 Follow the guidelines for your cards below.  

 Please use your imagination and creativity as you 
see fit. 

 Some of these will have to be mailed, so we ask 
you to keep the jewels very limited. 

 Envelopes are not required. 

 Please write a note somewhere on the card to 
let someone know they are thought of and that 
they matter. 

 KSLT Christian radio is doing their Golden 
Valentine program too, so if you make extra 
valentines, you can drop them off at Creekside 
Elementary by February 8, and they will be 
delivered to those in local nursing homes. 

 
Family Faith Builders 

 Family Faith Builders is our 
Christian Education program 
for children that are 3 years 
old as of September 1 of the 

current school year, all the way through 6th grade. 
Register Here!  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/oslckidmin 

Return to Camp!  
Outlaw Ranch is offering YOUTH, ADVENTURES, 
FAMILY AND SERVANT camps this summer! Please 
go to www.losd.org to register for the week that 

works best for your family. 
Note that camps will really 
fill up fast as they are 
limiting the number of 
campers at each camp and 
number of weeks of camp 

available. Our Savior’s has a great tradition of 
helping each camper by providing a scholarship 
towards the cost of camp and we are hopeful to 
help again this year. Please talk to Miss Beth for 
more details. Register Early for the Early Bird 
Discount!  

FEBRUARY is CAMP MONTH! 
The Love Your Neighbor Jar for February is 

in support of Camp Scholarship fund. In the past, 
camp families have held a soup & sandwich 
fundraiser on Ash Wednesday, we will miss that 
this year. On Ash Wednesday this year, there will be 
a basket available for camp scholarship donations. 
Look for it near the special camp display.  

 
Dear Church Family, I cannot thank you enough for 
your continued support during this extended time of 
being together, while apart! You are a blessing to us 
all and to each other! Blessings, Miss Beth 

 

 

 

For more information on Children’s Ministries Programs or to volunteer, please contact me! 
Beth Nielsen, Director of Children’s Ministries, oslcyouth@rushmore.com or call/text to 605-381-8695 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/oslckidmin
http://www.losd.org/
mailto:oslcyouth@rushmore.com
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Our Savior's Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
January 12, 2021 - 6:30 PM 

Conference Room 
OUR MISSION: Inspired by God’s grace, we open our hearts to all in faith, prayer, fellowship,  

and service through Jesus Christ. 
 
1.  Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Rod 

Custer at 6:30.  Members present were Pastor Stephan 
Sandness, Deacon Laura Lee Campbell, Andy Binder, 
Rod Custer, Gary Dettman, Christopher Egerdahl, 
Dillon Haug, Deb Kimbell, Sherry Kloeckl, Cindy 
Koppinger, Helen Merriman, and David Pummel. 

 

2.  What’s on Top:  Many members shared the ideas of 
thankfulness, family, and vaccines. 

 

3.  Devotions:  Dillon Haug shared a short devotion. 
 

4.  Approve Agenda:  Deb Kimbell moved to approve the 
agenda; Helen Merriman seconded; motion carried. 

 

5.  December Council Minutes:  Dillon Haug moved to 
approve the December minutes; David Pummel 
seconded; motion carried. 

 

6.  December Treasurer’s Report:  David Pummel stated 
that we ended the year in good shape at $18,329.44.  A 
few reasons for our financial success were the lack of 
travel during the year; worship and music expenses 
were down; all the insurance money for repairs wasn’t 
used, and the congregation supported the church very 
well.  Our dedicated accounts also had good balances, 
and as per usual, overages in those accounts will be 
rolled into Repair and Replace in the general fund.  This 
money is used for expenses like new carpet. Gary 
Dettman moved to approve the December Treasurer’s 
Report; Andy Binder seconded; motion carried. 

 

7.  Ministerial Staff Reports: Pastor Stephan Sandness 
reported that Advent and Christmas went well.  The 
online Advent devotions, that he and Laura led, had 
many people tuning-in to the Facebook posts and had a 
very positive reception from viewers.  The children’s 
Christmas program was a success.  Christmas Eve day 
had over 300 people stopping in over a three-hour 
period for communion.  The prerecorded Christmas Eve 
service was very well received.  Pastor Stephan 
thanked Andy Binder for a great job of editing the video.  
He is looking ahead to Lent, which isn’t that far off, and 
he would like to create online devotionals for Lent, but 
instead of the devotions all being done by Laura and 
him, he’d like to ask others to fill in three days of each 
week.  He’s not sure how Ash Wednesday will go in 
terms of placing ashes on foreheads and having 
everyone come at one time.  Maybe, the timing could 
be spaced out: some for an early service before their 
workday, others at noon, or in the evening.  There will 
be no Lenten Lunches this year because there is too 
much risk yet, but at this time, he does plan to continue 
to have Wednesday Word.  He is looking forward to 
getting the vaccine so that he can go into care facilities 
again.  We will be continuing the 8:30 Sunday service in 
person and online; however, the 10:45 service will not 
meet yet because its popularity is primarily due to its 
music component.  Singing is too risky at this time.   

 Deacon Laura Campbell enjoys how flexible everyone 
has become, being ready to do what God calls us to do 
every day.  People are becoming comfortable with the 
new sign-up for Faith and Care, and this is working 
well.  She is grateful for all the leaders of the groups 
she sees.  She is planning her sabbatical for this year, 
perhaps in mid-May to mid-July.  A new book study by 
a women’s group is starting on Zoom, and men’s 
groups may be meeting or will be meeting on Zoom or 
at The Living Room. 

 

8.  Committee Updates  
 

 Senior Ministry: The Senior Ministry mailed ornaments 
to senior members for Christmas, and ministry leaders 
had received many thank you cards back as the seniors 
were grateful for the gift. 

 

 Education Committee: Beth Nielsen is doing an 
inventory of the Christmas costumes.  They are very 
old.  She will continue to do online worship for children 
with a video during the Sunday service.  Plans for 
summer camp will be coming up quickly.  The number 
of children going to camp will need to be smaller.  
Money for camp scholarships will need to be raised 
from alternate sources since there will not be an Ash 
Wednesday Soup Supper fundraiser for camp 
scholarships.  Confirmation is going again, and the 
youth group is still meeting. 

 

9.  Mission Support:  One item that needed the Church 
Council’s input was the disbursement of benevolent 
funds to our local mission partners.  The money, 
$8,400, had been moved to a dedicated account in 
December 2020, and council input as to which mission 
partners to support was needed.  After input and 
discussion, the Spearfish Food Pantry, Artemis House, 
and the Spearfish Ministerial Association were chosen 
to each receive $2,800. 

 

10. Adjourn:  Rod Custer adjourned the meeting at 7:30, 
which was followed by the Lord’s Prayer.  The next 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 9, 2021, at 
6:30 PM.  Sharing devotions for February will be Sherry 
Kloeckl.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,   
Cindy Koppinger 

 
 

 

Trea$urer’s Report 
As of December 31, 2020 

 
Year-to-date Offerings: $520,098.58 
Year-to-date Expenses: $501,798.79 

Year-to-date Budget $551,594.00 
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Julefest Silent Auction… 
Facebook Version 2020 

 

We cannot say thank you 

enough for the generosity 

of OSLC Congregation and 

friends throughout the area.  

We came up with the idea 

of the silent auction in 

place of our Julefest 

Celebration and you made 

it HAPPEN!  We received 

wonderful donations for 

the silent auction.  When the winning bidders picked 

up their items we received many complements from 

them.  We may not have been able to have our 

traditional Julefest, but we were still able to Celebrate 

by giving and working together.  We will be able to 

bless WELCA’s missions with your donations and 

that’s what matters most. 

-Sommerlyn Mortenson 

 

Mange takk… Norwegian 

for Thank You.  Thank you 

for supporting WELCA’s 

COVID-19 rendition of 

Julefest!  In spite of the high 

learning curve experienced 

by this senior member of the 

planning committee, this 

was a very successful event.  

WELCA is counting their 

many BLESSINGS received 

through: 1) donations of 

auction items, 2) purchases 

of auction items, 3) sales of 

Rommergrot and Krumkake, 

and 4) monetary donations… (we continue to accept 

donations!)  As of press time, these blessings have 

raised over $4,000!  The money received from these 

donations will be donated to missions locally, 

statewide, and globally. 

-Annette Johnson 

 

God’s Blessing to all of you, 

 
WELCA and the Julefest Planning Committee 

 

 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the 
Christmas meal program this year! We appreciate 
everyone who donated food or money, cooked and 
prepared food and cookies, and delivered meals. We 
were able to prepare 50 meals that were delivered, 
and approximately 50 additional meals were donated 
to residents of the Northern Hills Training Center! 
Cash donations were given to the Food Pantry. It was 
heartwarming to see everyone come together to 
help those who were homebound or alone during 
the holiday season. We hope to make this an annual 
tradition!!! 
 
Much love,  
Dan and Laura Fuxa. 
 

Office Notes:  
 

The Good Shepherd Clinic will be closed Monday, February 15 in 
observance of President’s Day  

 
The deadline for submission of items for the March newsletter is 
Friday, February 19.  Please send your newsletter items to Lisa 

at oslc4@rushmore.com 

 

 

or go to our website, click on the Online Giving button: 

 
Clicking on that button will take you to a secure page on which 
you can donate to the vital ministries of Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church directly from a checking or savings account, or using a 
credit or debit card. 

Did you know…Our website contains the monthly newsletter, 

monthly calendar, and much more…Check it out at:  
www.oslcspearfish.com. 

 

Has your address or phone number changed?  Please let us 
know at 642-3715 or e-mail Julie at oslc@rushmore.com 

 

Prefer not to receive a paper copy of our newsletter?  Let us 
send you an email with a link to our newsletter when it is posted 
to our website.  If you are interested, please send your email 
address to Julie at oslc@rushmore.com or call us at 642-3715. 
Thank you! 

 
 

mailto:oslc4@rushmore.com
http://www.oslcspearfish.com/
mailto:oslc@rushmore.com


 

    February 2021     
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
10:30 AM Circle Study Leaders 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastor’s Day Off 

2 
  5:30 PM Education Comm. 
 

 

3  
  9:30 AM WELCA Board Mtg. 

NO Confirmation 
  6:26 PM Wednesday Word  
  7:10 PM HS Youth @ TLR 
 

4  
  6:30 PM Faithful Women 
                Group 
 

5 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deacon’s Day Off 

6 
 

 

7 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  

 
 

8 
11:00 AM Deborah Circle 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastor’s Day Off  

9 
  5:30 PM Mission Team 
  6:00 PM Finance Committee 
  6:30 PM Church Council 

10 
  5:45 PM Confirmation  
  6:26 PM Wednesday Word 
  7:10 PM HS Youth @ TLR 
 

11 
  1:00 PM Esther Circle 
  6:30 PM Faithful Women 
                Group 

 

12 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deacon’s Day Off  

13 
  8:00 AM Men's Fellowship   
  2:30 PM Secret Sister Reveal  
                Gathering 
 
 
 

 

14 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  
 
 
 
 
 

 

15 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 

Good Shepherd Clinic 
 ~ Closed 

 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 

16 
  6:30 PM Gather Women’s  
                 Discussion 
 
 

 

17 
  7:00 AM Ash Wednesday  
                 Worship Service 
12:00 PM Ash Wednesday  
                 Worship Service 
  3:30 PM Ash Wednesday  
                 Worship Service 
  5:45 PM Confirmation  
  6:26 PM Ash Wednesday  
                 Worship Service 
  7:10 PM HS Youth @ TLR  

 
Ash Wednesday 

18 
10:00 AM Ruth Circle    
12:00 PM Lunch @ TLR 
 

19 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Items Due 
Deacon’s Day Off 

20 
 

 

21 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  

 

 

22 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 

23 
12:15 PM Centering Prayer 
  5:00 PM Worship & Arts 
  6:30 PM Friendship Ministry 

24  
  5:45 PM 8th Gr. Confirmation 
  6:26 PM Wednesday Word 
  7:10 PM HS Youth @ TLR 

 

25 
12:00 PM Lunch @ TLR 

 

26 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
  7:00 AM GSC Board Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deacon’s Day Off 

27 
  8:00 AM Men's Fellowship   

 

28 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  

 

      



 

Mission Statement:  Inspired by God’s grace, we open our hearts to all in faith, 
 prayer, fellowship and service through Jesus Christ. 

 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
1020 State Street               Nonprofit Org. 
Spearfish, SD  57783                    U.S. Postage Paid 
                 Spearfish, SD 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED            Permit No. 78  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
1020 State Street 
Spearfish, SD  57783 
 

Staff:   Stephan Sandness, Senior Pastor 
  Laura Campbell, Deacon  

Beth Nielsen, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Julie Lee, Office Manager 

  Lisa Williams, Receptionist 
 
Worship: Sundays         8:30 am Traditional Worship Service 
  Live stream at 8:30 AM or watch later!  Connect through our web site. 
  Wednesday    6:26 pm Wednesday Word  

 
 
Church Office located at 1020 State Street 
Church Phone Number:  642-3715 
Kitchen/Quilting Phone Number:  722-0660 
 

Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday 
 

WEB site:   www.oslcspearfish.com 
E-mail: oslc@rushmore.com 


