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“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take
courage; wait for the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14)
“Hurry up and wait.”
The first pastoral colleague I ever worked with, Pastor Russ Hillman at Prince of Peace
Lutheran in Gillette, Wyoming, was patient in many things, especially with me. But
there were a few things he was NOT patient with. Standing in a line at a pot-luck dinner
was one of those things. Russ could always be found near the head of the line, plate in
hand, ready to attack the food table. His reasoning? He said his years in the Army
cured him of languishing in a chow line ever again. He’d say that most of his Army
experience could be summed up by that phrase: “hurry up and wait.” You’d rush to this
and double-time it to that, only to wait. Drove him nuts.
I get it… and I bet you do, too. Waiting is not our strong suit, especially in the days of
instant everything and expedited shipping. Throw in a global pandemic on top of our
“normal,” garden-variety anxieties, and our patience gets worn thin mighty fast. We
want a vaccine yesterday. We want “normal” now. We want… we want…
Perhaps what we need is some encouragement in waiting. Enter the season of
Advent…
These four weeks before Christmas, called Advent (which literally means “coming”) are
designed to slow us down a bit and re-focus our attention away from the hurry-up and
onto the waiting, the expecting of something powerful and life-changing to appear. Our
hope and expectation is nothing less than the immediate presence of the redeeming
God in the face of Jesus.
Our gift to you this Advent season is a devotional tool called simply “Our Hope and
Expectation.” We invite you into the daily discipline of setting aside a couple of
minutes each day during December to allow the words of scripture and the words of
the devotions’ authors to quiet, guide and strengthen you in your waiting. (Deacon
Laura Campbell and I will be sharing these daily devotions on the OSLC Facebook
pages as well each morning of the Advent season.)
God bless us a congregation entering this most holy time of the year, and God bless
our waiting…

Pastor Stephan Sandness
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Christmas Eve at OSLC…
With so much in flux this year due to the surging pandemic,
it’s very difficult for us to know, one month out, what we
can or can’t, should or shouldn’t do with regard to worship
on Christmas Eve. We are fairly certain we can’t have a
thousand people gathering cheek to jowl over four services
(like we usually do), singing and communing together. It’s simply neither prudent nor safe. So far,
here’s what we do know:
Absolutely happening: Join us on-line for Christmas Eve Worship on December 24 at 5:30 P.M. (or
any time thereafter) as we celebrate our Lord’s birth. Have your home altars set with bread and wine,
your singing voices ready to join in, and your candles ready to light. We have some wonderful
musicians contributing to this service, and we’re sure it will be a blessing to all who join in!
Likely happening: any time between the hours of 2:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. we invite you to stop by the
church and come in to the sanctuary, under the lights of the trees and wreaths, to spend a few
minutes at the communion rail to hear the Good News of Jesus’ birth from the second chapter of
Luke’s Gospel and receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. We will invite one “table” at a time (up
to a dozen people) into the sanctuary, spend a few moments together before the altar, and then send
that group to continue their worship out in the world while the next group enters. This would be similar
to our communion opportunities offered this last summer, but with a decidedly Christmas flavor... A
holy moment around the story together, with the promise of Jesus’ presence in the bread and wine.
Please stay tuned to our OSLC website (oslcspearfish.com) for any changes/updates to our
Christmas Eve worship plans. We will also send out e-mail and text message updates the week
before, to fill you in on the latest. In all of it, one thing is certain: we WILL celebrate the manifestation
of God’s love in the birth of Jesus this Christmas. Please join your hearts with ours in welcoming the
Christ child among us!

Opt in to OSLC
instant text
messaging!
We recently sent out an email to everyone in our
database, giving folks the opportunity to opt in to
our new instant text messaging system. It will
allow us to communicate time-sensitive
information, such as event updates, emergency
closures, schedule changes, etc. If you received
the email, please sign up. If you haven’t, it’s
possible we don’t have accurate email info for
your household. Please contact the church office
at 642-3715 or oslc@rushmore.com with up-todate email addresses and phone numbers. Thanks
for helping us all stay connected!

The “Love Your Neighbor”
Jar for the month of
December
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will benefit the Spearfish
Ministerial Association.
October’s Love Your Neighbor Jar
raised $686.47 for
Sharing the Dream in Guatemala.

Dear friends in Christ,
“I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong, and
let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” ~ Psalm 27:13-14
The season of Advent appeals to me in so many ways: anticipation of what is to come, preparations for special
events, making/buying just the right gifts, and the often dissonant music that we sing as we wait for the carols of
Christmas.
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord; be strong, take heart! ELW 262
The words of this refrain from an Advent hymn of the Taize Community speak deeply to my heart this day. We
know something about waiting after almost a year of global pandemic that has affected every aspect of our
lives. We know how hard it is to wait, how hard it is to live in constant change, how hard it is to lose ones we
love—wondering if life will be better down the road, wondering what will happen tomorrow or in the next hour.
In the last phrase of that refrain, we hear “…be strong, take heart!” Waiting isn’t paralysis. We continue to
move forward one step at a time even as we wait. We continue to care for those around us, to worship together
in the same room or apart, to live with one foot in the Kingdom of God—listening carefully for the voice of the
shepherd, trusting that the shepherd is watching over us.
Waiting and wondering go together. There is hopeful expectation in waiting and wondering. What will life be
like when the pandemic is over? What challenges and joys lie ahead? What will life be like when the King is
born? I wonder….
May God’s peace sustain you in your waiting and wondering,
Deacon Laura Lee Campbell

JuleFest 2020
In 2020 fashion, COVID-19 has put a
wrinkle in how Julefest will be celebrated
this year.
Instead of the one day event, the decision has
been made to hold a Silent Auction on our
OSLC Facebook page starting November 23
and ending December 6. We will have your
favorites of cookies, canned goods, clothes,
TV, novelty lamps, etc. Monetary donations
are always welcomed. Checks can be made
payable to WELCA and sent to the church
office. The funds raised will again be shared
with numerous missions in the city, state and
world.
We appreciate your support of our event!
Any questions, contact AJ at 605-641-2297
or aj49turtle@gmail.com

The Christmas holiday can be a bittersweet time for
many people due to loss of loved ones, financial
worries, illness, broken or strained relationships,
etc. Sometimes it helps to talk with someone.
Friendship Ministers are members of our church
who listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional
and spiritual support to people in our congregation
and community. Please know that a Friendship
Minister is available for you who will provide a
listening ear with care that is confidential and free.
To request a connection, please call Nancy
Christopherson at 645-2723 or Deacon Laura
Campbell at 642-3715.
If you are interested in becoming a Friendship
Minister, let us know! Training will be available in
the new year.

Mange Takk...Many Thanks😷
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This year we (Laura & Dan Fuxa) are putting together a “Christmas task force”
to prepare and deliver meals to those who will be home alone on Christmas.
Let us know if you wish to receive a Christmas meal (or know of someone else
who would).
We are asking for donations of food and for willing volunteers who will come
into the kitchen in small groups to make and prepare the meals. We will invite the youth to be involved by
baking Christmas cookies, as well! This will be a fun way to get involved as a church community, even though
we cannot all gather together at one time. We will make and prepare the food in shifts – to avoid large groups
in the kitchen – on Saturday, December 19 and deliver the meals on Christmas Eve, starting around 3 pm.
If you would like to have a meal delivered (or know of someone else who would), please let us know by
Saturday, December 5 so we have time to plan for how much food we need. If you would like to help or
donate food, you MUST contact us by email or text in advance!
Laura Fuxa: kirch_34@hotmail.com or 701-388-5643.
DONATIONS OF: ***TO BE DROPPED OFF DURING
CHURCH HOURS BEFORE 12/19/20***
WHOLE CHICKENS OR TURKEYS
HAM
POTATOES
BUTTER
FRESH OR FROZEN GREEN BEANS
ROLLS
CHRISTMAS COOKIES
ALUMINUM OVEN-SAFE FOOD CONTAINERS (SIZE 8X8)
SANDWICH ZIPLOCS

VOLUNTEERS:
MAKE AND PACKAGE MEALS (ON 12/19/20)
 Baking/carving chicken/turkey/ham: 8a – 12
pm
 Making mashed potatoes and cooking green
beans: 1 – 3 pm
 Packaging meals: 4 – 6 pm
DELIVER MEALS AND COOKIES (ON 12/24/20)

Help provide a Christmas gift for
people in need.

Prayer Ministry
During these many months of the coronavirus
pandemic, a team of prayer ministers have been
praying for the mission and ministries of Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church and its people. They also
pray for our community and the world beyond. If
you would like a prayer minister to pray with you—
by phone, email, or text—please contact Helen
Merriman at helennessanmerriman@gmail.com.
To add someone to the weekly prayer list, please
call the church office at 642-3715 or submit your
request on the Prayer page of the church website at
www.oslcspearfish.com.
To express your prayer concern to our email Prayer
Chain, simply email it to
oslcprayers@rushmore.com.

Angel Tree tags available on
through December 6
Thank you for your support of the annual OSLC
Angel Tree program since 1996! Gifts are needed
this year for children in the Northern Hills whose
parents are in prison, children and their mothers at
the Artemis House shelter, Lutheran Campus
Ministry at BHSU single moms and their children,
and seniors in our church who may not have family
nearby. All Angel Tree gifts must be wrapped
and returned to the church by 3pm on
December 14.
If you would like an Angel Tree Tag, please contact
Janice or Pam by phone or email:
Janice Clarkson, 605-642-0789,
jclarkson@spe.midco.net.
Pam Englund, 605-639-9988,
penglund@rushmore.com
With grateful hearts ~ Mission Team
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Quilts! You want ‘em,
we’ve got ‘em!
Quilt Sunday was November 22, and as with
everything these days, there were some changes.
If you are interested in buying quilts this season,
they will be available by appointment. Quilts range
in sizes from baby (36” x 48”), lap robes (40” x 60”)
and standard (60” x 80”) We have a few queen and
king-size quilts. Standard quilts are priced at
$45.00, but some quilts are priced higher because
more work is required to make the quilt and/or the
quilt is larger than the standard size. Please
contact Carol Ness by e-mail at:
nandcness@midco.net between November 23 and
December 6 to set up an appointment to view and
purchase quilts during the week (M-F from 9:00 am
to 2:00 pm).

December 2:
9:
16:
22:
29:

Lesson 5
Lesson 6
Lesson 7
No Confirmation
No Confirmation

7:10 PM, Wednesday
Evenings
The Living Room, 810 N. Yale.

For all freshmen through seniors.
"Hey High School Youth - join us each Wednesday
evening at The Living Room at 7:10 pm as we
discuss matters of faith, life and anything on your
mind. It is a great hour of fellowship and faith
formation. During this time of Covid 19 we
respectfully ask that you wear a mask. It is pretty
laid back and welcomes all. Bring a friend or two if
you like. Hope to see you then."
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Take care. Be safe. OSLC Quilters

(hint – it’s
the guy on
the left…)

 Pastoral Acts 
Baptism
November 15 Fallon Russell Olson, son of Jami &
Dave Olson
November 22 Scottie Marie Anderson, daughter of
Ashley & Eric Anderson
Funerals
October 30

Marsha Pasco, 83, Spearfish

November 12 Zelda “Faye” Overby, 82, Spearfish
November 20 Ruth Cooper, 94, Spearfish
November 23 Ron Callies, 84, Spearfish

This is Dillon’s high school
senior picture with his
hero, Peter Norbeck.
May 2000

Let’s help
Dillon
celebrate
with a card
shower

Send greetings to:
Dillon Haug
320 West Grant Street
Spearfish, SD 57783
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New Members
At Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
Sunday Morning Transportation
Need a ride to church on Sunday mornings?
Call the church office (642-3715) by 2 pm
Friday afternoon to reserve a ride.

Senior Ministry wishes you a Merry
Christmas!
Luke 2:7
And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
The event we had planned for
December 8, must be cancelled at this time. Many
plans are being made for next year, and we hope to
see you at one of these events in 2021.

CARMELLA & M ARC CASAVAN FAMILY
114 W. Hudson St., Spearfish, SD 57883
LINDA EASTHOUSE
1819 Windmill Dr., Spearfish, SD 57783
SCOTT & SHERYL EISENBRAUN FAMILY
722 E. Hudson St., Spearfish, SD 57783
VERN & DYANNE ERICKSON
2418 Windmill Dr., Spearfish, SD 57783
CHRIS & ALEXIS GEUKE FAMILY
1916 Sugarcreek Pl., Spearfish, SD 57783
JOHN & ROSIE HEINERT FAMILY
2003 Branding Iron Dr., Spearfish, SD 57783
DONNA JURAN
230 Washington St., Spearfish, SD 57783
RYAN & HEATHER KOERNER FAMILY
2334 Dairy Lane, Spearfish, SD 57783
QUILLAN & MEG MCNEESE FAMILY
713 E. Hudson, Spearfish, SD 57783
DYLAN MORO & KEENA BYRD-MORO FAMILY
209 Lariat Ct., Spearfish, SD 57883
SHIRLEY & SCOTT NEWSON
5008 Stampede Dr., Gillette, WY 82718
DAVE & DEL WIENTJES
1936 Ward Ave., Spearfish, SD 57783

Worship DVD and Bulletin Delivery
If you are homebound on Sunday
mornings and would like to have a
DVD and bulletin of worship, please let
us know at 642-3715.

JUDITH WOODWORTH
430 Oriole Dr., Apt. M47, Spearfish, SD 57783

Give electronically:

Scan the code or go to our website and click on the
Online Giving button.

Please remember your
Secret Sister during
the month of December
by mailing a card and
keeping her in prayer!

Clicking on that button will take you to a secure page on
which you can donate to the vital ministries of Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church directly from a checking or
savings account, or using a credit or debit card.
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WELCA 2020 Thankoffering!
December 2020
Normally we would be in the kitchen and at our craft
tables gearing up for the BIG event of Julefest, but
things are a little different this year. As stated last
month we would be open to ideas as to how we can
still raise money to support our giving and helping
others. AJ and Sommerlyn Mortensen have put
together a plan. Sommerlyn is putting together an
on-line Julefest Silent Auction. This will be a first for
us, so please put your thinking caps on ladies, of
how you can make up a basket of your goodies to
be included. I know there are lots of people who
come to get that special canned peaches, jelly,
pickles, cookies, and breads, etc. each year. Think
of how you might put together a basket or go in with
one of your friends and make one together. There
are lots of opportunities for us. Contact Sommerlyn,
605-381-5422, or myself, 605-642-5265, if you
would like to participate.
Nov 22 was Thankoffering/Quilt Sunday. Many
thanks to Loretta Greni for stepping up to do our
Temple Talk . The quilting ladies had their
wonderful works of art placed in the church for all to
see. Please see the article in this newsletter on
how you could purchase one of the lovely quilts.
I know I mentioned last month the Festival of Trees
Tour will start Nov. 17 – Dec 3. Please check out
our local businesses to see them on display, or
check out social media @ZontaSpearfish and vote
for the people’s choice award. The OSLC tree has
gotten this award several times so check it out and
VOTE.

The Women of the ELCA here at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church invite you to
participate in their numerous outreach
ministries with a special Thankoffering
gift. Checks may be made out to OSLC
WELCA, (put Thankoffering in the memo
line) and send them to the church office
at 1020 State St., Spearfish, SD 57783.
Thank you for generously sharing your
resources to touch the lives of others!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Circle Meetings
Circle Study Leaders
December 7
10:30 AM
Esther Circle
December 10, 1:00 PM
Leader: Annette Johnson
Hostess: Anne Kirk

Ruth Circle
December 17, 10:00 AM
Leader: Mary Ellen Lantis
Hostess: Mary Ellen Lantis

Thank you Loretta for your service as President
of WELCA for the last four years!

Ladies remember to check in with your circle
leaders if there are any changes to address or
phone numbers for our WELCA booklet . They will
need this info very soon so Julie can get them
added to our books before printing time.
Remember your Secret Sisters! We only have a
short time before reveal time is here.
Have a BLESSED Thanksgiving with your loved
ones, and say a prayer for those that are unable to
spend the Holiday with their loved ones.
GODS BLESSINGS
Mary Goddard, WELCA President

WELCA Calendar
Dec. Kitchen Duty
Dec. 2 ~ 9:30 AM

Deborah Circle
December 14, 11:00 AM
Leader/Hostess: All

Deborah Circle
WELCA Board Meeting
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Children’s Ministry News December 2020
It will be a different Christmas Program this year,
but THE STORY NEVER CHANGES!

The Greatest Digital
Christmas Pageant EVER!
Sunday December 20
Watch the livestream at 8:30am
Or any time after that.
Go to:
www.oslcspearfish.com, click
the Red YouTube Logo
near the top of the page.
OR
Go to OSLC Media Spearfish on
YouTube
BE SURE TO CLICK THE CORRECT DAY
FOR THE PROGRAM.
OSLC Media Spearfish Service December 20
Be sure to invite your family and friends
to watch this sweet production!
Thank you so much to the children and families that
volunteered for speaking parts!
MILESTONE EVENT
Drive Thru
The First Grade class will
receive the “Birth of Jesus”
Story Cube as a Milestone
ministry gift. We will have
a Drive Up & Give Out! on
Wednesday December 2
12:30 to 1:30pm
& 6:00 – 6:25pm.
(This is an early release day from Spearfish school
so we will be available earlier than usual).
Look for us out front receive this milestone gift.

CAMP NEWS
FROM LUTHERANS OUTDOORS!
Return to Camp!!
At Lutherans Outdoors in 2021!
It is with great excitement we say to you
“Return to summer camp at Lutherans Outdoors in
2021!”
We can’t wait to hear the sounds of campers
playing games, swimming in a lake, paddling on the
water, sharing in a Bible study, chatting during a
meal, and singing at a campfire. And, we bet you
are ready to see our beautiful sites again as well.
We are busy putting together the final program
schedule for the summer. We
are also working on new
protocols needed to gather
safely following CDC guidelines.
Things may look a little
different but the life-giving,
faith-growing camp experience will prevail.
Thank you for your patience as we roll out
future experiences for all ages. And for
understanding why we did not have camp last
summer.
M Watch for all camp schedules to be announced
by December 1. Registration will open in January
2021.
Next Year
Looking ahead to January, Family Faith Builders will
return on January 3 with online lessons and videos!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Wishing you a wonderful Christmas filled with His
light and joy. May the light of this season burn
bright in your lives all throughout the coming year!
With love, ~Miss BETH

The Senior Choir provides this
Milestone gift; THANK YOU very
much for being so thoughtful!

For more information on Children’s Ministry Programs or to volunteer, please contact me!
Beth Nielsen, Director of Children’s Ministry, oslcyouth@rushmore.com or call/text to 605-381-8695
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Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation
Sunday, November 8, 2020 – 9:15 AM
Location: In the Sanctuary and Online via ZOOM
OUR MISSION: Inspired by God’s grace, we open our hearts to all in faith, prayer,
Fellowship and service through Jesus Christ.
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by
Rod Custer at 9:17 AM. Thirty-seven OSLC members
were in attendance in the sanctuary and 10 via
ZOOM.
2. Devotions: Pastor Stephan declared a quorum and
reminded us that we were doing our job as we share
the love of Jesus and support the work of OSLC.
3. Approval of the Minutes of the November 10, 2019
Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation:
Members were directed to the minutes on page one
of the agenda. Pam Englund moved to approve the
minutes; Diane Bryan seconded; motion carried.
4. Endowment Committee Report: The purpose of the
Endowment Fund is to help the church meet new
challenges and opportunities which would not be
met by the annual budget. Lennis Larson reported
that Our Savior's has endowments with Thrivent's In
Faith Investment, $77,143 and ELCA Investment,
$107,500. Interest income goes directly into the
OSLC Endowment Foundation's checking account at
First Interstate Bank, which has an account balance
of $14,630. The Endowment Committee chose to
designate $3000 to purchase a storage shed for
Good Shepherd Clinic and to give scholarships of
$700 to Gretchen Blain at Luther College and Taylor
Koch at Augustana University.
5. Updated Treasurer’s Report: Pastor Stephan
presented information from the Statement of
Income and Expense from October, which shows a
positive balance of $3,627.99. The congregation has
been steady and faithful in giving throughout the
year, which has put OSLC in a healthy financial
position at this time.
6. Vote on the Proposed 2021 Budget: Rod Custer
presented the budget for 2021 by explaining how the
budget was created. Finance Committee decided
that the budget numbers from 2020 would work for
2021 as well. However, the committee also created
sample budgets showing 0%, 2%, and 3% salary
increases for staff. The Church Council studied and
discussed those and decided that the 2%
compensation would be the way to go. Nancy

Christopherson moved to approve the 2021 budget
proposal; Sandi Nauman seconded; motion carried.
7. Election of Church Council Members: The following
members were nominated for terms ending in 2023:
Andy Binder, Christopher Egerdahl, and Sherry
Kloeckl. David Pummel was nominated to fill the
term ending in 2024. Mike Overby moved to accept
nominations of the members for the Church Council;
Dianne Miller seconded; motion carried.
8. Election of Nominating Committee: Three people
volunteered to be on the nominating committee:
Mike Overby, Pam Englund, and Sandi Nauman. Two
people will be chosen from the Church Council to
represent the council on the nominating committee.
9. Property Improvement Updates: Pastor Stephan
listed several property improvements: the carpet in
the Fellowship Hall, updates in the kitchen, and
repairs to the church roof and The Living Room
following the hailstorm.
10. Adjourn and Closing Prayer: Rod Custer adjourned
the meeting at 9:32 AM, and Pastor Stephan closed
the meeting with a prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Cindy Koppinger

 Scriptures 
Dec. 6

Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

Dec. 13

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126 Or Luke 1:46b-55
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Dec. 20

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:46b-55 Or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Dec. 27

Isaiah 61:10--62:3
Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40
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Our Savior's Lutheran Church Council Minutes
November 10, 2020 6:30pm Online via ZOOM

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by
Rod Custer at 6:30. Members present were Pastor
Stephan Sandness, Deacon Laura Lee Campbell, Rod
Custer, Gary Dettman, Mark Harding, Dillon Haug,
Deb Kimbell, Cindy Koppinger, Helen Merriman, Kari
Webb, and Dawn Wood.
2. Devotions: Cindy Koppinger shared a devotion
dedicated to walking in the footsteps of God.
3. Approve the Agenda: What’s on Top was added to
the agenda. Helen Merriman moved to approve the
amended agenda; Dillon Haug seconded; motion
carried.
3A. What’s on Top: Members shared the highs and
lows of their lives and held up the need for prayers.
4. October Council Minutes: Mark Harding moved to
approve the October minutes; Deb Kimbell
seconded; motion carried.
5. October Treasurer’s Report: Mark Harding
reported that income was up for October at
$45,060.59, and expenses were at $45,811.97. The
income less expense total was positive at $751.38.
The budget total stands at $2,876.61 ahead. It was
pointed out that the snow removal budget, which
can be one of the greatest unknowns of the budget,
is almost $7,000 to the good with only two months
to go. Gary Dettman moved to approve the
October Treasurer’s Report; Helen Merriman
seconded; motion carried.
6. Ministerial Staff Reports: Deacon Laura reported
OSLC will be receiving new members on November
15. Thirteen families will join us, but rather than
meet them face-to-face, they have sent in pictures
for a slide show. Three or four other families are
waiting until Spring. The Yarn Ministry has been
sending out many prayer shawls, and many Manna
Meals have been going out as well. Faith and Care
is using an online sign-up system for volunteers to
serve as ushers, etc. Two families have expressed a
wish to share their Thanksgiving by sharing their
meal through delivery to others. Others are doing
things behind the scenes.
Pastor Stephan shared that Confirmation Sunday
went well. About 100 people attended. Two
students from this class will be confirmed at a later
date. The funeral for Faye Overby will be held this

Thursday and will be attended by mostly family.
Two baptisms are coming up. As one confirmation
class has been confirmed, a new class begins. Fortytwo confirmands, 20 seventh graders and 22 eighth
graders, have met a few times. Pastor is also
prepping for an on-line worship opportunity for
Christmas Eve. He’s been inviting lots of musicians
to come in and record separate parts during the
first weeks of December, regardless of what we can
do as a congregation for Christmas Eve. An Advent
devotional, Our Hope and Expectation, will be sent
to each member; Stephan and Laura plan to create
recordings of each devotion, and invite people to
log-on to hear as well as read the devotions to unite
our congregation in preparation for Christmas.
Pastor Stephan spoke for Chris Blain about his
involvement with Confirmation and Senior High
Youth. Chris scheduled a bonfire at his place last
Wednesday, which was a success.
7. Committee Updates:
Senior Ministry: has a drive-through Christmas
party scheduled to hand out treats on December 8.
The theme is Nativity, and Beth Nielsen and her kids
will be a live nativity. If the drive-through can’t be
done, a contingency plan involves hand delivery.
Education: The committee gave out 31 trick or
treat bags in a drive through, and 22 copies of This
is the Church. The next book given out will be a
Christmas book. Faith Builders will be discussing a
variety of topics through November. The Christmas
program is being planned. Volunteers will either
come in to record their parts separately or the
program could be set up on Zoom. Either way, the
Christmas program will be broadcast on December
20 at worship.
Property and Fix-it: The WELCA ladies have
requested approval to replace ceiling tiles, old bulbs
with LED bulbs, and diffusers in the kitchen and a
few other rooms. AJ had a bid for the project, and
as the proposal was discussed, Rod and Gary
believed a second bid might be needed, and that
some of the work could be done by the Fix-it team.
Helen suggested, and others agreed, that we wait a
little while to decide.
Mission Team: is working on Angel Tree.
November 15 and 22nd will be collection dates for
money to buy gift cards for Pine Ridge. November
29 and December 6 will be the dates for distribution
of Angels to begin collecting for the other
components of gift giving.
Continued on page11
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Continued from page 10

8. COVID-19 Task Force Update: Andy Binder and Dr.
Jason Knudson joined the Council on Zoom at 7:00
PM to share their insight and expertise in dealing
with COVID-19. Both had seen an uptick in patients
with COVID over the last two or three weeks. Andy
had been on 15 or 16 ambulance runs in 12 hours
today, only two were not COVID related. He said
that in a bad flu season South Dakota may have 20
to 30 deaths in a year. Now, the state is looking at
hundreds of deaths. He asks that people wear
masks to slow the spread and help control the
numbers. Jason said that the volume of patients
has gone up: lots of COVID and other illnesses, but
not any flu at this time. The vaccine looks
promising, but currently, large gatherings are
unwise. All the medical personnel in the group said
people are sick, stressed, and tired. Andy, Jason,
and Deb Kimbell all agreed that OSLC should step
back from meeting in person for at least the two
Sundays after Thanksgiving to see what happens to
the numbers after that holiday.
9. Adjourn: Pastor Stephan thanked Mark Harding for
his service on the Council, and thanked Michelle
Keil and Troy Hight, both of whom were not in
attendance tonight, for their service also. Following
the Lord’s Prayer, Helen Merriman moved to
adjourn the meeting; Deb Kimbell seconded;
motion carried. The meeting ended at 8:25. The
next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 8,
2020, at 6:30 PM. Sharing devotions for December
will be Helen Merriman
Respectfully submitted, Cindy Koppinger

Shopping for Christmas Gifts?

Trea$urer’s Report
As of October 31, 2020
Year-to-date Offerings:
Year-to-date Expenses:
Year-to-date Budget

$413,973.11
$411,123.68
$456,125.94

A big thank you to all who supported Sharing the
Dream in Guatemala during the month of October.
Even though in person church attendance was
down, members of Our Savior’s once again showed
how loving and generous we can be. Over $1400 in
merchandise was purchased and the Love Your
Neighbor Jar collected over $686. An additional
$350 in donations was also received. These
donations will allow Our Savior’s to continue our
sponsorship of two elders and one high school
student in Guatemala for another year.
The past year has brought many challenges to the
programs funded by Sharing the Dream. By the
grace of God and the generosity of people, like the
members of Our Savior’s, Sharing the Dream has
been able to meet their financial obligations and
move forward with plans for the future. Diane
Nessehuf, founder of Sharing the Dream, says: “We
don’t grow when things are easy, we grow when we
face challenges.”
Thank you again for your continued support to
Sharing the Dream in Guatemala.

 Give Equal Exchange coffee,
chocolate, tea, etc. Visit the
display in the Fellowship Hall.

Pam Englund and the Sharing the Dream Team

 Shop for unique fair-trade gifts at:
https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGifts
https://lwr.org/giving-category/gifts
www.sharingthedream.org (online store)

Pray For Our Military Members and Families:
Ben Alger, Cyrus Bernard, Jessie
King, Kyle Kloeckl, Jodi Kuester,
Dalton Meeks, Scott Nauman,
Brook Paulson, Andrew J. Schreiner, Sydney
Spraitz, Jonathan Swisher, and Kraig Vavruska.
Addresses are posted in the glass case in the
Fellowship Hall. If you know someone we haven’t
listed, please call the church office at 642-3715.

Food Pantry needs
for December
2# Sugar
Apple Juice
Mashed Potatoes

Quick Oatmeal
Pancake Syrup
Potatoes – canned
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Every year we are blessed to have Dianna Rommen create a beautiful tree for the Zonta Festival of
Trees event on behalf of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. This year, as with everything else, the Zonta
Festival of Trees has had to modify how things are done. Trees are displayed at various businesses
throughout Spearfish. Our tree is located at Spearfish GMC Cadillac. Please stop by and see it in
person, and if you feel inclined, vote for our tree! All proceeds help with Zonta projects.
Thank you Dianna for once again creating a beautiful tree!

Office Notes:
Our Savior’s Church Office will be
closed Fridays, December 25 and
January 1 for the holidays.
The Good Shepherd Clinic will be
closed on Mondays, December 21
and 28.

The deadline for submission of items for the
January newsletter is Friday, December 18.
Please send your newsletter items to Lisa at
oslc4@rushmore.com
Did you know…Our website contains the
monthly newsletter, monthly calendar and
much more…Check it out at:
www.oslcspearfish.com.
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Has your address or phone number changed?
Please let us know at 642-3715 or e-mail
Julie at oslc@rushmore.com
Prefer not to receive a paper copy of our
newsletter? Let us send you an email with a
link to our newsletter when it’s posted to our
website. If you are interested, please send
your email address to Julie at
oslc@rushmore.com or call her at
642-3715. Thank you!

Sun

Mon

DECEMBER 2020
Wed

Tue
1
5:30 PM Education Comm.

6
8:30 AM Worship Service
On-line Streaming
Family Faith Builders

7

Thu

2

Fri
3

9:30 AM WELCA Board Mtg.
5:45 PM Confirmation
7:10 PM HS Youth TLR
1st Grade Bible Cubes
Drive-Up Event

8

10:30 AM Circle Study Leaders 6:00 PM Finance Comm.
6:00 PM Good Shepherd
6:30 PM Church Council
Clinic

10
1:00 PM Esther Circle

5
8:00 AM Men’s Fellowship

11

12

6:00 AM Christian Business
Men’s Group at TLR

Pastor’s Day Off

Angel Tree Tags

13
8:30 AM Worship Service
10:45 AM Joyful Journey
Worship Service
Family Faith Builders

14
10:30 AM Senior Ministry
11:00 AM Deborah Circle
1:00 PM Yarn Ministry
6:00 PM Good Shepherd
Clinic

15
5:00 PM Mission Team

20
8:30 AM Worship Service
10:45 AM Joyful Journey
Worship Service
Family Faith Builders

16
5:45 PM Confirmation
7:10 PM HS Youth TLR

Angel Tree Gifts Due
Pastor’s Day Off

17
10:00 AM Ruth Circle

Angel Tree Gift Delivery

21
1:00 PM Yarn Ministry
Good Shepherd Clinic
Closed

22
5:30 PM Worship & Arts

27

24

25
OSLC Office Closed

5:30 PM Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Via On-line Streaming

Merry Christmas!

28
1:00 PM Yarn Ministry
Good Shepherd Clinic
Closed

29

30

31

January 1
OSLC Office ~ Closed
Happy New Year!!

Pastor’s Day Off

19
8:00 AM Men’s Fellowship

Newsletter Items Due

23
7:10 PM HS Youth TLR

18
6:00 AM Christian Business
Men’s Group at TLR
7:00 AM GSC Board Mtg.

Pastor’s Day Off
8:30 AM Worship Service

4
6:00 AM Christian Business
Men’s Group at TLR

9
5:45 PM Confirmation
7:10 PM HS Youth TLR

Sat

26

Our Savior's Lutheran Church
1020 State Street
Spearfish, SD 57783
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Savior's Lutheran Church
1020 State Street
Spearfish, SD 57783
Staff:

Stephan Sandness, Senior Pastor
Laura Campbell, Deacon
Beth Nielsen, Director of Children’s Ministries
Julie Lee, Office Manager
Lisa Williams, Receptionist

Worship:

Sundays

8:30 am Traditional Worship Service
10:45 am Joyful Journey Worship Service
Live stream at 8:30 AM or watch later! Connect through our web site.
Wednesday 6:26 pm Wednesday Word

Church Office located at 1020 State Street
Church Phone Number: 642-3715
Kitchen/Quilting Phone Number: 722-0660
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday
WEB site:
E-mail:

www.oslcspearfish.com
oslc@rushmore.com
Mission Statement: Inspired by God’s grace, we open our hearts to all in faith,
prayer, fellowship and service through Jesus Christ.
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