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Dear Friends,
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us to want nothing more than a shade tree to lie under and maybe an occasional cool breeze

As | write these words, the thermometbpvers in the 90s and rain seems nothing but a vain
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to bring out the worst in folks are also capable of bringing out the best: neighbors caring for
one-another; essential workers rigino the challenge of their callings; people putting aside
their own convenience and comfort for the health and safety of all; learning how to be a
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things we have witessed as well.

14 68 Y208 Ayid2 !dZaAdAGE 6SQONB FyYGaAOALI GAY
Sunday, August 2, at 10:00AM ¢ SQff o©6S 3IF GKSN J\)/HW(}I’SEIIIle] KS

PN

the Park just as we have done on that first Sunday alz3 dza & G KS& S f Fad &
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the usual meal afteut just being together will be feast enough.

Then, onSunday, August,Qur plan is to hold services at the church at b8B0 and 9:30

A.M. Every other pew will be blocked off, to allow for safe distance, and we are
recommending the wearing of face@S NA y3a 6¢SQf t S@Sy KI @S a
for those who wish to take one). The services will run approximately 30 minutes, with Holy
Communion.

We will continue, for the month of August, to offer an opportunity on the first and last
Wedneslay of the month to come receiigoly Communiorf 2 NJ 6§ K24S 6K2 R2)
comfortable coming on a Sunday morning. Those date®ageist 5 and 26any time
between5:00¢ 7:00 P.M.

Continued on page 2



Continued from page 1

These plans to rgather are not entered into lightly or without deliberatiohhey can even
change, if conditions in our community warranflihose feeling particularly vulnerable with
regard to their own health or that of their household are encouragedontinue worshipping
with us online. We will still be streaming the service on YouTube, which can be accessed
through our web site abdcspearfish.com.
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together again more than your pastor and the rest of your churcifstaf 2 S g y i ay
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with the best scientific guidance at our disposal. The roads before us do not diverge at the for
of cowardice and courage, but recklessnasd compassion. We will courageously and
compassionately forge a way through, and we will be stronger for it.

As we develop plans for the fall, stay tuned (there will be a lot of info to share in our
September newsletter), and check our website for update

Take time during August to enjoy the beauty of this place we call home, and stay safe!

In gratitude for you,

Pastor Stephan S
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Lutheran World Relief school bags are sent wher {3 oo
the need is the greatest all over the world. In son-

. ) = Please continue to
places children must have supplies to attend school.

remember your Secret
The backpacks should include: Sister at least once a
4 70sheet notebooks of wide or collegéed paper month!

(80 x 10 -lea papen;d blinbsoissas;
1, 12inch/metric ruler (30 centimeters on one side & inches on other); 1 pendi
sharpeners unsharpened pencils wignasers (#2)§ ballpoint pens (no gel ink);

secure together with a rubber band; 1 2 %2 inch eraser;

1 box of crayons (16 or 24 crayons)

Pl ace all items in fAibackpackoSundapl |
August 23

Especially now, we ALL
appreciate receiving
thoughtful, encouraging
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Dear Friends,

We have been physically apart for four monthumbelievable! Again, | want to say how thankful | am for how
you have adapted to new ways of gatheninggorshipping from home, meeting online via Zoom or phone
conference calls, etc. The ways we gather caito change, of course, as the environment changeser
mindful to take one day at a time. | loved the chance to see some of you as you came in the doors for
communion on a Wednesday eve during the last month. And I look forward to gathering for wair g

park and in the church during August as we are able.

One of the things that | know many of us miss is Coffee Fellowsggdthering over coffee and cookies

between worship services on Sunday morninggere we experienced gracious hospitality.n always
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Gracious hospitality. Although we must wait a while longer to resume that particular activity at the church,
we carry on in Fellowship in otherays. Because fellowship is what we are called to as Christiaisin and
outside these walls.

LY M W2Kys> a0KS gNAGSNI Ayaralna GKFIG GKS g2NRa |y
extends naturally and necessarily into loving ong anK 9 htleéan Siudy Bible, p. 2013
Fellowship is one of the ways we express love for each other and for the Lord!

From 1 John 1:3
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truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing thesesthings
that our joy may be complete This is the message wave heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we
are walking in darkness, we lie, and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he hinmself is
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l Y R irgj@& e carry on in fellowship however we are able! | have seen the ways that you are resourceful
and creative. Some smallgroupsBavo S3dzy 3IF GKSNAY I Ay (GKS LI NJt 2 NJ
bringing their own chairs and beverages, safely distancing, wearing masks as needed. Some are quilting or
crocheting or making school kit bags at home to keep those projects movimge &e walking together in

their neighborhood, in City Park, or on one of the beautiful hiking trails in tha Hillst farther apart than
normal, but it works. Some continue meeting for Bible study or board business on Zoom (finding the
convenience refeshing) or in the park or at The Living Room when available. Let me know what you are
doing!
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group to remind us that we are open and watchfuletxercise hospitality inviting someone new into the

group. In this time of pandemic, it becomes even more apparent that loneliness is detrimental to good health
| encourage you to find safe ways to connect in fellowship and reach out to include sombonmaight not

reach out for themselves.

Plans are underway for the startup of Fall Bible studies and discussion groups. If you have an idea for a new
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Deacon Laura Lee Campbell
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| could think of no better way to send our children, teachers and those that work in education back to school th
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Blessing this year, but we can still pray blessings over students, teachers, staff and administration. Please use
cut and colottags to send with your loved oséo school this year. And repeat thigell knownblessingover each
other every morning.

oMay the LORD bless you andake good care ofou.
May the LORD smile uponyou and be gracious to you.
May the LORD look on you with favor and give you peace.
Numbers 6:2426(NIRv)

SundaySchool 2020
Faith Together at Home!

When thinking about the upcoming Sunday school year, we have been really challenged to be inovative
we can provideessons for the children, while keepingveryoneas safe as possibl@ur solution is calledraith
Together at Homeand will provide each family with weeldihome devotions and activitiesThedevotions ae split
into five different categoriesExplore the Bible, Follow Jesus, Be the Church, Learn about God, and Share Yo
Each activity pagencludes a ritual, reading and talking about a Bible story or verse, an activity, a service idea,
prayer.To further enchance at home faith formatioeach family will receive 80OO0OKfor each category! The books
will reflect the over all theme of eaatategory and should provide plenty of quality time spent reading togetBeme
of the books are below.

Maybe | Can Love
My Neighbor Too
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More Information Coming in September!
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God'’s generosity is like no other.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 14:13-21 Jesus feeds the five thousand
Monday Isaiah 55:1-5 An invitation to abundant life
Tuesday Romans 9:1-5 God’s choice of Israel
Wednesday Genesis 32:22-31 Jacob wrestles at Peniel
Thursday Psalm 17:1-7, 15 Prayer for deliverance

Friday 1 Timothy 6:11-19 The good fight of faith
Saturday Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 The Lord is kind and merciful
Sunday Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus walks on water

CRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEI

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no
money, come, buy and eat! Come buy wine and milk without money and
without price. Isaiah 55:1 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:
Dear God, we thank you for inviting us to the banquet feast that has no end and is filled with joy
and life in your presence through our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, the eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your
hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. Amen. (Psalm 145:15-16)

A Blessing to Give:
May the God of abundance fill you with joy and peace in believing.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS @

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
*® What is a dream you have for your future?
® Tell or think about a time you had a dream that came true.
* How do your dreams reflect your faith in Christ?

DEVOTIONS &

Read: lIsaiah 55:1-5.

Feasting is a biblical image of God’s providence and grace. In Matthew 14 we have Jesus
feeding the masses, not just five thousand people, but five thousand men plus the women and
children. It comes right after the beheading of John the Baptist at another feast, the banquet of
King Herod. Just as Jesus’ banquet is a far cry from other earthly feasts, so is God's invitation to
eat and drink without payment unique to other economies we experience. Isaiah 55 includes a
challenge to all who want glory and feasting: “Why do you spend your money for that which is
not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?” (55:2). Isaiah gets to the heart of
the problem of life: pursuing that which is not important, not essential. And now, ever since
Jesus fed the masses, God has reached out to all people with the promise of true joy
envisioned in a3 banquet feast that never ends. What is it that you want to pursue in life? Does
your pursuit reflect the faith and joy of being invited to God’s banquet? Why or why not?

Pray: God of abundant joy, help us to remember and believe that your kingdom gives us a
joy like no other through Christ our Lord. Amen.

CE ¢f

The crowds followed Jesus. Jesus “had compassion for them and cured their sick” (Matthew
14:14b). There are many organizations that are treating and researching cures for diseases.
Think or talk about ways to support or donate to an organization that is doing this work.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

God's love and care for people is shown in the Bible with stories of meals and feasts. Invite
friends or someone you may not know very well for a meal in your home. Begin the meal with
a prayer and engage in caring conversations as you enjoy the meal together. After guests leave,
take time to think about what you enjoyed the most as you prepared and hosted the meal.

End your day with this or a similar prayer: Lord, help me to find joy in your abundant care for
us. Amen.

@
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



AUGUST 9, 2020 el I

TENTH SUNDAY /- takin QT

AFTER PENTECOST * ., _ ..” faith
home

Beautiful are those who bring good news!

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus walks on water
Monday 1 Kings 19:9-18 The Lord appears to Elijah
Tuesday Romans 10:5-15 Anyone can be saved

Wednesday Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 Joseph is sold by his brothers

Thursday Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b God’s faithfulness to Israel
Friday 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Timothy brings good news
Saturday Psalm 85:8-13 Restoration of God’s favor
Sunday Matthew 15:21-28 A woman’s faith

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEE

And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
Romans 10:15 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Lord Jesus, just as you saved Peter from the stormy waves, we praise you for saving us from the
things that overwhelm us. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
You who walked upon the sea, come and join our meal, we plea. Thank you for your care this day;
lead us, Jesus, in your way. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord give you what is good and make a path for your steps. (Psaim 85:12-13)
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WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
CARING CONVERSATIONS @

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
* Would you use the word beautiful to describe feet? Why or why not?
*® Describe something you think is beautiful. What makes it beautiful?
* The Apostle Paul quotes an Old Testament passage about someone who is beautiful
because he or she brings good news. What is beautiful to you about the message of
Christ?

DEVOTIONS ‘=
Read: Romans 10:5-15.

Paul continues an intricate dance of balancing the covenant given to Abraham, Moses, and the
larger Jewish community with the new covenant given in Jesus. Finally, it is the same God and
the same promise: salvation is meant for all (v. 10). Therefore, our job is not to judge (vv. 6-7)
but to prociaim the good news that Christ is the fulfillment of the law. That message only helps
if itis heard (vv. 8 and 14). What is so beautiful is not really people’s feet—perhaps the least
attractive part of a person’s body—but the person him/herself. People cannot receive this
message of salvation without hearing. We are those sent to share good news with others. We
are the beautiful souls not because of feet or noses or eyes, but because of the good news of
Christ told to others. Who in your life is beautiful because of his or her sharing Christ with you?
Pray: Living God, may we see the beauty of the gospel and the beauty of those who share
your saving message with others through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE <f

Serving others reminds us of the breadth of the Kingdom of God and that our faith is personal
but not private. Faith motivates us to serve the world in love. In what ways do you serve in
your home, your congregation, and in the community?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS §

Jesus died for us. That is how much God loves us. This is good news! “Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). Trace your foot on a piece of paper.
Write a list of ways you can use your feet to tell others about the good news of Jesus. On
another piece of paper draw lips. Write a list of ways you can use your lips to tell others about
the good news of Jesus. Keep your drawings as a visual reminder of the good news.
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
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God'’s saving work is for all people.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 15:1-28 A woman'’s faith
Monday Isaiah 56:1-8
Tuesday Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 God saves Jews and Gentiles
Wednesday Genesis 45:1-15
Thursday  Psalm 133

Friday Matthew 28:16-20
Saturday  Psalm 67

Sunday Matthew 16:13-20

God’s saving power is everywhere

Joseph and his brothers
Living together in peace

The Great Commission

Tell the nations to praise God
Peter’s confession of Christ

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEE

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon
us, that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among
all nations. Psalm 67:12 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:
God of the nations, we thank you for your mercy and grace that is meant not only for those we
know and love but for all people through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Gracious God, we thank you for this food and for all those who have planted, harvested,
transported, processed, and prepared it for us this day. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God's face shine upon you, be gracious to you, and bless you. (Psalm 67:1)
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS @

mmmm——— -

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
® Think or tell about a time you went to or met someone from a foreign country.
® What do you learn by meeting people from different cultures?
® |tis easy to overlook how God’s grace and mercy is not just for ourselves but for all
people. How can you extend kindness to someone of a culture that is foreign to you?

DEVOTIONS ‘=
Read: Matthew 15:21-26.

The Canaanite woman is central to this story for many reasons. She is a woman and sheis a
foreigner, both good reasons for Jesus not to talk to her and especially not to address her plea
before addressing the needs of the Jewish people, “the lost sheep of the house of Israel”

{v. 24). This woman is also a critical figure because her plea for help changes Jesus’ response to
her (v. 28). It is not easy to understand how this woman seems to teach and change Jesus, but
she does. The result, however, is clear: Jesus' ministry, like that of the God of the Oid
Testament (see Psalm 67) is for all the nations, not just the sons and daughters of Abraham.
This story lifts up the essential mission of Jesus and the church of all generations. It is the Great
Commission of Matthew 28:16-20. Directed by Jesus, we are to make disciples of all nations,
not just our ethnic group, not just “our people,” and especially not just our nation. With whom
might Jesus be calling you to share God's love and mercy?

Pray: Generous God, help us to see the breadth and depth of your love for all people in the
world through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE <f

The words we say to others can sometimes be hurtful. In Matthew 15:11, Jesus is warning us to
be careful of what you say, “It is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is
what comes out of the mouth that defiles”. Is there someone you know who needs to hear
kind, caring words, rather than hurtful ones? Take time to say loving and encouraging words to
that person by writing a note, calling, or sending an email.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

The theme this week is, “God’s saving work is for all people.” Psalm 67 is a song of praise to
God and a reminder of God’s continual blessings on us. Write the words from Psaim 67:3 on a
piece of paper and place it near your bedside so that when you rise and when you lie down,
you can recite: “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.”
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MILESIONES In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
MINISTHRY

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
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Disciples do not conform to the world.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 16:13-20 Peter’s confession of Christ

Monday Isaiah 51:1-6
Tuesday Romans 12:1-8

Blessings for God’s people
Christ brings new life
Wednesday Exodus 1:8—2:10  Israelites are oppressed

Thursday Psalm 124 Thanksgiving for Israel’s deliverance
Friday 1 Peter 1:13-25 A call to holy living

Saturday Psalm 138 Praise God with all your heart
Sunday Matthew 16:21-28 Take up your cross and follow

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is
good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Almighty God, in a world that can divide us from one another, we pray for your rule of mercy and
grace that binds us together in faith and love through Christ, the Son of God. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for this meal and pray for all to have food to eat through your abundant
and fruitful creation. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May you be transformed by the will of God to know and to do what is good and acceptable and
perfect. (Romans 12:2)
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS @

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
® What is something you are tempted to do that you know is not helpful or right?
* What influences a person to do something wrong?
® How is the kingdom of Jesus different from other powers that want to shape your life?

WEEKLY MILESTONES 4

DEVOTIONS ‘=
Read: Matthew 16:13-20.

To be conformed to the world {(Romans 12:2) is to be shaped by the powers of domination in
an attempt to influence—or even control—people’s thoughts, actions, and loyalties. In
Matthew 16 Jesus and his disciples are in Caesarea Philippi, a place where many gods of the
ancient world were recognized and worshiped, fickle gods that were seen as ruling human life
rather arbitrarily. Jesus as the “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (v. 16) will transform
lives like the Canaanite woman and her daughter in Matthew 15. Jesus has the power to bind
and to loosen lives {16:19) and Jesus intends to loosen lives from death to life, from sickness to
health, from despair to hope, from broken relationships to a life of mutual forgiveness, from
lives that are judged and condemned to lives that receive mercy. How does Jesus as the
Messiah, the Son of the living God free your life to be a servant of mercy to others?

Pray: The Lord’s Prayer.

SERVICE f

In Romans 12:6-8, the Apostle Paul lists a number of gifts that God has given people to support
the work of the church like serving, teaching, encouraging, giving generously, leading, and
being compassionate. Make a list of gifts you have been given and can use to support the
church in the world. The entire faith community (body of Christ) is needed to do God's work.
Take action by using one or more of the gifts you listed to help people in your community or
the larger world.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS #

Psalm 138 is a song of thanksgiving and praise: “| give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole
heart” (v. 1a). Draw a heart on a piece of paper. Inside the heart write a list of things you are
thankful for. Take the heart and put it in a visible place as a reminder to give thanks and praise
for God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org






