
 A Little Bit of Sonshine 1 

 

A Little Bit of S nshine 
 

Email:  oslc@rushmore.com 
 

Web Site:  www.oslcspearfish.com 
 

December 2025 
 

 
Dear members, 
 
You know something? God “gets us”. God entered our world and lived 
among us. One of the neat things about the December Advent season, the 
lighting of advent wreath candles, and singing Christmas carols, and celebrating our Lords birth on 
Christmas Eve, and the candle lighting, and all of this that our God, our lord is Messiah, which means, 
“God with us”. 
 
I’ve been thinking of creating a nativity scene with lights to place at my home in Rapid City. I have 
also thought about these simple words, “Emmanuel, Jesus, God with us” in bright and brilliant colors. 
This is something that we all need to hear again and again and again. Our neighbors need to hear it. 
Send them a message. “God gets us”.  Not just a part of us, but all of us. This Jesus was tempted. 
This Jesus was forsaken. Jesus’ hometown people were not so kind to Jesus. Religious authorities 
were disturbed by Jesus. Jesus had moments of loss and frustration. Jesus also sprang forward with 
love, grace, peace, and joy. I think to myself, “Messiah, God with us” - If I could have that same joy 
and peace, than my life would be complete and whole. Well, guess what, I can and you can too, 
because in the Christian faith we do believe in God being with us. Friends, light the candles of your 
advent wreath, don the lights of the season, sing around the Christmas tree, worship with us, and 
invite your friends, because we have God, Emmanuel, who dwells with us. Consider sharing an over 
the top of regular giving, end of the year, Christmas gift to Our Savior’s in thankfulness for Christ, 
Messiah, Savior, and Lord. Take comfort in your faith.  
 
December is Julefest, Sundy School/ Wednesday school program, special music, and Christmas Eve 
- the best of all. We will light luminaries at this time. We started this practice when I served here as an 
Associate Pastor. Thanks for keeping this tradition alive. Now is the time to spread the word about the 
energy that is building at Our Savior’s. The new Call Committee has been formed. We will have our 
first meetings here in late November, and in December. Please pray for the Call Committee 
members. We will have much to pull together within the next weeks of this call journey. In the 
meantime- pick up the paper copies of the teaching resources that I am providing for you in this 
interim time with you. Let me know if you have a question, or if we can pray for you in any way. 
 
You all can serve as an HR Committee/ Personnel Committee for Our Savior’s in a way, by listing the 
names of Pastors, Deacons, and Ministers and contacting them who may serve as your next ministry 
team members. I am serious here. Now is the time to bring these leaders forward, and give them to 
church council president Andy Binder. You all know pastors from churches that you have visited, that 
your kids and grandkids, or relatives or friends go to. Contact them. This is a time of discernment. 
Trust that God is at work, but Our Savior’s needs you to help the Call Committee out; surface these 
names. Each of you- think of a pastor or two that you can contact personally and invite them to put 
their name in to the synod Bishop for consideration of call here.  
 
God bless you, and let me say, (early), “Merry Christmas’. 
 
In service with Christ, your partner in faith,  
Interim Pastor Randy 
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As our congregation continues down the road to new permanent pastoral leadership the 
Congregation Council would like to say thank you. Thank you to those involved in listening sessions, 
submitting surveys, helping with services, serving food on Wednesdays & Sundays. Thank you to 
those who keep our day-to-day Church business and activities moving forward. Thank you to those 
who share their many gifts with all of us, in our common mission. It is with everyone’s assistance that 
we are truly able to thrive and grow through this time of transition, change and growth. During our 
November Council meeting we elected our Call Committee. With fifteen candidates brought forward 
and eight seats to fill, we certainly had work to do. Through prayerful deliberation, we were able to 
confidently settle on a strong, diverse, and faithful group of people to serve on the Call Committee. 
 

As introduced during the November Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation, our Call Committee 
members are Andy Binder, Tacy Bressler, Sommerlyn Clausen, Brady Harr, Jason Knudson, Lily 
Miles, Dianne Miller, and Rita Stacey with Steve Overby as an alternate. This group has already 
jumped in the deep end with their first meeting on November 17th. Building on this foundational 
meeting the Call Committee will be meeting again on December 1st to dive into the creation of our 
Ministry Site Profile and much more.  
 

As the Committee continues through the call process they will be reaching out to the congregation 
and its many groups for input and assistance. We ask everyone to help by bringing forward potential 
pastors and deacons. Be it a pastor you know personally, someone from a church you visited, or 
someone you hear is great, the Committee welcomes as many suggestions as you can toss their 
way. Personal connections and little pushes from God often help the process along.  
 

Please join us on Sunday November 30th as we formally install the Call Committee during first and 
second services.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

Andy Binder 
Council President 
Call Committee Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

The “Love Your Neighbor” Jar for 

the month of December  
will benefit  

Heating Assistance for Pine Ridge. 

 
October’s Love Your Neighbor Jar raised 

$1,539.39 for Sharing the Dream in Guatemala. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  Music Ministry   

 

Bell Choir Wednesdays at 5:00 pm 
 

Senior Choir Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
 

Interested in joining?  
Please talk with Steve Aalbu 
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Julefest 
  Scandinavian  
     Christmas Festival 
       & Bazaar 
 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
- Fellowship Hall – 

 

Saturday, December 6 
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

 

Public Invited! 
Coffee & Pastries served all day!  

 

 
 

Lefse, Smorgasbord, Yuletide Music, Homemade 
Crafts & Baked Goods, OSLC Cookbook,  

Quilt Sales, Face Painting, Antiques & Boutique, 
 Silent Auction, Local Artist Calendars,  

Rosemåling Gift Booth 
Scandinavian Gift Shop  

by House of Scandinavia 

 
Public is encouraged to bring a can of  

food for the Spearfish Food Pantry 
 

JuleFest 
  Scandinavian Christmas Festival and Bazaar 

December 6                                                       
 

WE NEED HELP ON THE DAY OF THE JULEFEST.  
Cashiers, kitchen and serving help, set-up, clean 
up, etc.  Sign-up sheets are posted near the 
Fireside Room for help at the Julefest. Anything 
you can do will be appreciated!   

JULEFEST SILENT AUCTION ITEMS:  Items may be 
brought to the church on Thursday, December 4.  
Please include the description, donor name, value, 
and starting bid. 

REMEMBER THE ANTIQUE BOUTIQUE when looking 
for new homes for your treasures that you no 
longer have space for.  Donations of collectibles 
and antiques may be brought to the church 
beginning Tuesday, December 2. 

 

CRAFTS AND BAKED GOODS DONATIONS should be 
brought to the church on Friday, December 5.  
Your donations will be much appreciated 

Help provide a Christmas 
gift for people in need. 
  
Thank you for your support 
of the annual OSLC Angel 

Tree program, in operation since 1996!  
  

Gifts are needed this year for foster children 
in the Northern Hills, children and parents at 
the Artemis House shelter, Lutheran Campus 
Ministry at BHSU for parents and their children, 
and residents at Spearfish Canyon Healthcare. 
We will also be providing Christmas treat trays 
for our members who are homebound or in 
assisted living.  
 

The Angel Tree tags will be available for you to 
get your Angel on Sunday, November 30, 
Wednesday, December 3, Sunday, December 
7, and Wednesday, December 10, before and 
after church.  
 

As usual, the Angel you pick will specify the gift 
to purchase, wrap, and return to the church. 
Cookies, gifts or cards need to be at the church 
by December 16 so we can deliver the gifts on 
December 17.  
 

 All Angels need to be accounted for by 
signing your name and phone number on 
our sign-up table by the Angel Tree.  
 

 All Angel Tree gifts must be wrapped and 
returned to the church by 3:00 
pm on December 16. 

 

 Please DO NOT wrap the gifts for Foster 
Children.  

 

For any other questions contact Janice Koski: 
605-641-7044 or janicekoski.1976@gmail.com; 
or Diane Wendt: 605-641-2887 or 
wendts@rushmore.com; Pam Englund, 605-
639-9988 or penglund@rushmore.com. 
 

 Pastoral Acts   
 

Baptisms 
 

November 23 Alina Jolee Johnson, child of Adam & 
Meredith Johnson 

 

Funerals 
 

November 15 Najette Tollefsrud, Rapid City 
 

November 25 Curtis Ness, Spearfish 
 

 

mailto:janicekoski.1976@gmail.com;
mailto:wendts@rushmore.com
mailto:penglund@rushmore.com
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Christmas Eve Music Wanted 
 

To enhance our Christmas Eve 

worship services, we would love to 

have four pieces of Special Music 

(one offering and up to three 

communion) at each of our worship 

services (1:30 PM, 3:30 PM, 5:30 PM and 

10:00 PM).  Please call the church office to 

sign up for a service or stop by and sign up 

on the sign-up sheet in the church office. 
 

 

Christmas Eve Ushers and Holy 
Communion Assistants  
are needed for all four worship 

services: 1:30 pm, 3:30 pm,  

5:30 pm and 10:00 pm.  Please 

sign up on the Faith & Care Board by the 

kitchen. 
 
 
 

Shopping for Christmas Gifts? 

 

❖ Shop for unique fair-trade 

gifts at: 

https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGifts 
https://lwr.org/giving-category/gifts 

www.sharingthedream.org (online store) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Christmas holiday can be a bittersweet 
time for many due to loss of loved ones, 
financial worries, illness, broken or strained 
relationships, etc.  It can also be a time of 
overwhelming expectations.  Sometimes it 
helps to talk with someone.  Friendship 
Ministers are members of our church who 
listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional 
and spiritual support to people in our 
congregation and community.  Please know 
that a Friendship Minister is available for you 
who will provide a listening ear with care that is 
confidential and free.  To request a connection, 
please call Nancy Christopherson at 645-2723. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a Friendship 
Minister, let us know!  Training will be available 
in the new year. 
 

 

 

SonShine Squad 
 

The SonShine Squad will meet at 9:00 am on 
Monday, Dec.1.  We will be making little paper 
clip angels to take to the folks we visit. If you 
are interested in seeing what our SonShine 
Squad is all about, please feel free to come 
visit our informal meeting.  If you or someone 
you know might enjoy a visit from one of our 
teams, we would love to come share a little of 
God's SonShine with you.  Please call or text 
Cheryl W. if interested at 605-673-1334. 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning Transportation 
 

Everyone is welcome to use the free Sunday 
morning transportation service.  
The service is available for the 
8:30 AM worship service.  Simply 
call the church office at 605-642-
3715 by 2:00 pm on Friday 
afternoon to arrange your ride.  If 

you would like a standing order for rides every 
Sunday morning, let us know and we will have you 
on the schedule. 
 

  

http://www.sharingthedream.org/
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Senior Ministry 
Christmas Party 

 

Thursday, December 12 

11:00 AM 

OSLC Fellowship Hall 
 

Please join us for a  

soup/sandwich lunch, treats,  

and Christmas Program.  
 

Join us and  
bring a friend! 

 

 

 
 

 

• Prayer Chain – Send prayer requests to 
oslcprayers@rushmore.com. 
To be a member of the Prayer Chain group, 
simply send your request to that same 
address. 
 

• Worship Bulletin Prayer List – Call the 
church office at 642-3715 or submit your 
request on the Prayer page of the church 
website at www.oslcspearfish.com.  
 

• Prayer Ministers – Pray with individuals on 
request.  They also pray for the mission and 
ministry of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
and for people on the prayer list.  If you 
would like a prayer minister to pray with 
you—by phone, email, or text—please 
contact Helen Merriman at 
helennessanmerriman2@gmail.com.  

 
 

December 3: Class 

10: Class 
17: Class 
24: No Confirmation 
31: No Confirmation 

 

December Acolyte Schedule 
 

Sundays, 8:30 AM Worship 

Leela Bosworth, Payce Hemeyer 
 

Sundays, 10:45 AM Worship 

Liam Lathrop 

 

 

 

 
7:10 PM, Wednesday Evenings 

The Living Room, 810 N. Yale. 
 

All freshmen through seniors. 
 

On these gathering nights we discuss matters 
of faith, life and anything on your mind.  It is a 
great hour of fellowship and faith formation.  It 
is a very informal and meaningful evening and 
bringing a friend, or friends, is always 
welcomed.   
 
Our High School Youth are encouraged to 
sign-up for reminders by sending a text to: text 
@oslcy to the number 81010  
 
Questions?  Please contact Chris Blain at 
ckblain@gmail.com. 
 

 

Spearfish Community 

Food Pantry needs for 

December 
Saltines, Canned Vegetables,  

Canned Chicken (5 oz.), Cream Soups, 
Small Beef Stew, Chunky Soups 

 
Monetary donations are always appreciated.  

Donations can be sent to:  
Spearfish Community Food Pantry 
P. O. Box 65, Spearfish, SD  57783 

 

 

mailto:oslcprayers@rushmore.com
http://www.oslcspearfish.com/
mailto:helennessanmerriman2@gmail.com
mailto:ckblain@gmail.com
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December 2025 
 

JULEFEST IS COMING! JULEFEST IS 
COMING! If there was any doubt – all you 
needed to do was to enter the church during 
the month of November and take in some of 
the wonderful smells coming from the kitchen. 
Sloppy Joes! Meatballs! Rosettes! Cookies! 
 
There are a lot of volunteer opportunities to 
help! This is a great time to connect with other 
church friends, our neighbors, and our 
community. Please be sure to sign up! Julefest 
is a great time to connect with the members of 
our church, our neighbors, and our community! 
Please sign up on the volunteer forms located 
in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
The money earned through Julefest is 
reinvested in the form of youth scholarships to 
camp, supporting vacation bible school, Good 
Shepherd Clinic, Sharing the Dream, Campus 
Ministries at each South Dakota State 
University, Pine Ridge and Woyatan outreach 
missions, local community programs such as 
Artemis House, Church on the Street, Back 
Pack Program, American Legion, CASA and 
other programs. This is an important 
discussion at the WELCA General Meeting 
held on January 8, 2026 at 10:00 am.  Your 
suggestions and ideas are welcome! 
 
Lori Laughlin 
WELCA President 
 
 

Circle Meetings 
Deborah Circle  

December 8, 10:30 AM 
Lunch @ Lucky 13’s 

 

Esther Circle 
December 11, 1:00 PM 

Leader:  All 

Hostess:  Connie McDonald 
 

Ruth Circle  
December 18, 10:00 AM  

Leader:  All 
Hostess:  Mary Ellen Lantis @ Church 

 
Deborah Circle Special Project: 
  Stocking Cap - Update  
Thank you to all who have distributed 319 
Stocking Caps to: Sturgis families, the Free 
Store in Lead, the Belle Fourche Clinic (who 
will distribute throughout Belle), Buffalo SD, the 
Rapid City Transitioning Program for the 
homeless, the Women's Cornerstone Mission, 
and in Spearfish to: the Hickory House, VFW, 
the Catholic Church, CASA, DHSS and 
HeadStart. The need is great. If you can 
transport more from Sioux Falls (the St 
Dysmas Ministry at East Side Lutheran 
Church) please contact Helen Merriman for 
logistics. 605-347-1497 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember your 

Secret Sister during 

the month of December 

by mailing a card and 

keeping her in daily prayer. 
 
 
 

 

 
Esther Circle would like to thank you for your 
generous donations to the Lutheran World 

Relief Baby Kits.  We were able to assemble 
18 kits.  THANK YOU!! 
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Children’s Ministry News 
 

Living word Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 14, at 10:45am  
 

We cordially invite EVERYONE to the Children’s Christmas Program. Our kids and 
teachers have been practicing over the last few weeks and are excited to present it to you! 

 
Christmas program PRACTICE schedule  
SUNDAY Dec 7 —during Sunday school.  
SATURDAY DEC 13 AT 1:00P.M. – In the sanctuary. We will keep it as close to 90 minutes as possible! 
Day of the program schedule 
Sunday December 14 – Please be here by 9:30am. Kids should go right downstairs to get their costumes 
on. We will meet in the sanctuary at 9:45 SHARP for a quick run through.  

 
MILESTONE MINISTRIES 
FIRST GRADE MILESTONE: Sunday December 7 
The First-Grade class will receive a “The Birth of Jesus” story cube as a gift from our Senior 
Choir during either worship service. 

 
Dear Families,  
We will not have Sunday school on December 21 or 28.  

➢ Sunday school will resume on January 4.  

We will not have Wednesday school on December 24 or 31.  
➢ Wednesday school will resume on January 7.  

Please enjoy this holiday time with your families and remember to pray for and thank 
the volunteers of our children’s ministry programs. 

 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  

Church Family! 

Wishing you JOY & BLESSINGS in Christ all year. 

 ~Miss Beth 
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Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, November 11, 2025 – 9:45 AM                            Meeting Location:  Fellowship Hall 

 

OUR MISSION: Inspired by God’s grace, we open our hearts to all in faith, prayer, 
 Fellowship and service through Jesus Christ

1. Call to Order: Andy Binder, Council President called meeting to order at 9:47am November 16, 2025. 67 
congregation members were present. 
 

2. Devotions: Interim Pastor Randy Fett gave devotions. 
 

3. Approval of minutes from April 13, 2025 annual meeting were presented. Motion to approve as presented was 
made by Pam England. Seconded by Diane Wendt. Motion carried. 
 

4. Endowment Committee Report was presented by David Pummel. All are in good shape. 
 

5. Updated Treasurer’s Report: General Fund  
 Offerings/Expenses    $670,202 
 Budgeted through October    $558,502 

1.  

 Expenses through October   $494,143 
 Income through October   $505,758 
 

 Year-to-date difference actual     $11,615 
 Cash and assets include $211,375, debt $0, CD with BHFCU $85,819. 
 Endowment fund investment $177,557.60. Money market $89,431.55. 
 

Dedicated accounts are those funds under control of a committee or group, or of the congregation but held 
outside of the annual operations budget. The accounts total $154,782.02. Some of the larger balances:  

  Repair and Replacement:    $9,921 
  Living Room Upkeep     $6,251 
  Sabbatical Expenses     $9,974 
  Youth Account      $6,699 
  Quilting     $13,644 
  Bible Camp Scholarships   $13,280 

Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by Roger Merriman, seconded by Lyle Johnson. Motion carried.  
 

6. Action Item: 2026 Proposed budget was presented by Council treasurer David Pummel. He highlighted the history of 
the past four years budgets. The notable changes from 2025:  
 - 5% increase in most staff compensation 
 - 42.77% increase for Property Insurance (from $13,314 to $23,266, a $9,952 increase) 
 - 53.33% increase in Workman’s Comp insurance (from $1,050 to $2,250, a $1,200 increase) 

 - A SAVINGS of $37,483 over last year for Senior Pastor health insurance (Pastor Randy is on Medicare)  
 - Leaving the Deacon salary in, without change from 2025  

 

Motion to approve was made by Dianne Miller, seconded by Lonnie Haugland. Motion carried to approve budget for 
2026.  

 

7. Election of Nominating Committee: These folks are responsible for nominating candidates to serve on the 
congregational council. The council should have 12-15 members. The two council members that have stepped 
forward to serve are Deming Haugland and Pam Tyma. Four congregational members were nominated: John 
Bosworth, Helen Merriman, Mike Overby, Dawn Romero. Pam England moved to cease nominations and elect those 
presented.  Seconded by Deb Kimball. Motion carried.  
 

8. Property Improvements Update: Fix-it crew has again done a lot of behind the scenes preventive and routine work, 
special event set-up!! A huge thank you to this special group of guys!! Larger projects have been the HVAC, 
plumbing, asphalt repair/replacement, chairs.  Upcoming upgrades in the works include facility safety and security of 
the door keypads, computer replacement plan, T-loop assistive hearing upgrade and repair.  

 

Continued on page 9 
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Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Continued from page 8 

 

9. Call Committee Appointments made by the Church 
Council were presented to the congregation by 
President Andy Binder. The six voting members of the 
congregation will be Tacy Bressler, Sommerlyn 
Clausen, Jason Knutson, Dianne Miller, Lily Miles, Rita 
Stacey. Two council members will be Andy Binder and 
Brady Harr. Alternate will be Steve 
Overby.  Installation will be on November 30,2025 
with first meeting taking place this coming week.  
 

10. Closing Prayer was given by Pastor Randy.  
 

11. Motion to adjourn by Nancy Christopherson at 10:10 
am.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sherry Kloeckl, secretary 
 

 

 
Thank you to the members of Our Savior's for your 
continued support of Sharing the Dream in 
Guatemala. In 2025 OSLC hosted one sale in June 
and four sales in October, selling over $4500 worth of 
crafts made by Guatemalan artisans. In addition to 
the sales, we received over $250 in donations and 
throughout the month of October, collected over 
$1500 in the Love Your Neighbor Jar. The funds from 
the LYNJ allow us to once again offer a scholarship 
to our high school student, Marta. In addition to the 
scholarship, we are also able to continue sponsoring 
two elders at the Elder Center, providing them with 
meals, medical attention, social activities and 
transportation. 
 
I would also like to thank the Sharing the Dream 
team for all their hard work in setting up and selling 
the beautiful merchandise. I have the easy job of 
bringing items from Sioux Falls for our sales, the 
team gets all the credit for how well the sales do. If 
anyone is interested in joining this great team, please 
let me know. 
 
I'm humbled by the generous way Our Savior's 
continues to bless the people of Guatemala. 
I’m humbled by the generous way Our Savior’s 
continues to bless the people of Guatemala. 
 

Pam Englund 

 

 

 

Altar Guild is looking for 6 

poinsettia plants for the Christmas 

season to grace the sanctuary for 

Advent & Christmas. 

 If you are willing to donate a plant, you 

may sign up on the sign-up sheet located on 

the bell case in the sanctuary, or call or text 

Jane Klug at 605-641-5858, or call the church 

office to sign you up. We will need the plants 

after the Julefest Celebration, so you can drop 

them off anytime the week of December 7. 

Thank you for helping us make our worship 

area festive for Christmas! 

~ Altar Guild 

 

 
FAITH & CARE 

Serving in Worship and Fellowship 
 

 

Volunteer Signup Interim Trial Run: 
For the next weeks and months we are going to try a 
new volunteer sign-up system. For Faith and Care 
worship volunteers please make use of the sign-up 
bulletin insert. A list will be made of willing 
volunteers. Also, please continue to make use of the 
current online sign-up system. For kitchen 
volunteers, please make use of the physical sign-up 
sheet in the kitchen area. Thank you for your 
willingness to step up and volunteer to keep Our 
Savior's service strong.  if you have any questions 
with this trial run period please speak directly to 
Interim Pastor Randy, to Faith and Care members 
Sommerlyn Clausen, and Beth Nielsen, and to 
Kitchen Coordinator Pam Englund. After a few 
months we will review and see how this new 
volunteer sign-up system is working out. Please let 
us know how it is working for you. 
 
 

This QR Code link to SignUp Genius 
will allow you to sign up at your 
convenience.  Questions?  Contact 
Sommerlyn Clausen at 605-381-5422 
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Our Savior's Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
October 6:33pm ~ Conference Room 

 

1. Call to Order:  Andy Binder called the meeting to 
order at 6:33pm. Members present: Interim Pastor 
Randy Fett, Andy Binder, Sherry Kloeckl, Pam Tyma, 
Reed Haug, Karson Klein, David Pummel, Brady Harr, 
Lana Main, Mike Steffen and Deming Haugland via 
phone.  
 

2. What’s on Top: Members covered schedules of all 
sorts…kids, work, school, retirement (yes retirement 
has schedules!!), acclimating of Interim. Moving into 
new homes for several members, entertaining family 
and friends. Navigating loss and illness also touched 
our lives. 

 

3. Action Item: Approval of Agenda: Motion made to 
amend October agenda to add Sign up for Wednesday 
Meal after Committee Update. Motion made to 
approve amended agenda by Sherry Kloeckl, 
seconded by Pam Tyma. Motion carried. 

 

4. Action Item: September Council Minutes: Approval of 
September council minutes. David Pummel moved to 
approve, seconded by Lana Main. Motion carried. 

 

5. Action Item: Treasurer’s Report: The proposed 2026 
budget was discussed. This will be further reviewed 
by finance and council with presentation at the 
congregational meeting in November 16,2025. 

 

September numbers continue to be positive even 
with four Sundays instead of five. Income was 
$45,930.41 with expenses of 
$39,563.83.  YTD   Income of $456,215.35 with 
expenses $436,925.62, surplus cushion which reflects 
the unfilled/retired Deacons salary. Dedicated funds 
all continue to be in line.  
 

Housing Allowance: Housing Allowance form for 
Interim Pastor presented copy to each council 
member and read. Discussed that 50% of total salary 
package will be designated for housing. This will not 
change anything in terms of the total salary package, 
it just designated this for Pastor Randy in this way as a 
tax advantage - which part is the salary and which 
part is the housing. Motion to approve by Sherry 
Kloeckl, seconded by Karson Klein. Motion carried. 
Form signed by Pastor Randy Fett and Council 
President Andy Binder and will be filed with this 
month’s minutes.  
 

6. Ministerial Staff Reports:  Interim Pastor Randy had 
printed list of Activities and Interim items for 
members to review. Following are high lists:  
He has moved into the Senior Minister office, changed 
the phone greetings and email: 
pastorrandyoslc@gmail.com  

• First worship service and baptism were October 5. 
Setting up Rehearsals with the Joyful Journey 
worship team. He states he will meet with the 
team to learn and rehearse new songs but will not 
take on the role of worship team leader. This 
position was a paid position equal to the choir 
director back when the Joyful Journey service was 
started he explained and feels this needs to be 
revisited.  Call committee process formation was 
discussed. It was decided that a “letter of 
interest” would be developed and available to 
those interested in the call committee selection 
process. Deadline for these to be submitted will 
be November 7, 2025 for council review at our 
November meeting.  

• Pastor Randy will be hosting 6 listening post 
round table meetings in October for congregation 
to share our “Sacred” Faith story which he will 
compile for our journey forward in our selection 
process.  

• He has also prepared a congregational Quick, 
Generation survey and also a Leadership survey 
that he will be compiling the results of to start on 
our journey forward! He will be sharing 
educational handouts in weeks to come where 
this journey is leading us. 

• With fresh eyes, he has noted a few facility things 
and will be going with the Fix-it guys to highlight a 
couple things he has noticed! He has vacation 
days planned in December that synod will help 
with. Custodial hours were also discussed. 

• He notes OSLC is a ‘busy church” much more than 
any other church, that he has been in, some that 
are much larger. This is a good thing!! 

 

7. Committee Updates:  
Mission Team: They will be in charge of the Love your 
Neighbor jar schedule.  Busy with Angel Tree and gift 
cards for Pine Ridge. 
Senior Ministry: Had their outing in September to 
Chapel in the Hills, lunch and Air and Space museum. 
26 went on outing and said it was a “15 out 10”!!   
Fix-it crew appreciation breakfast was held 10/14, the 
“ghosts of the church”! 

Continued on page 11 

mailto:pastorrandyoslc@gmail.com
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OSLC Church Council Minutes, October 2025 
Continued from page 10 

 

Campus Ministry: Continue to host Monday evening 
meals, thanks to those that have provided the meals. 
Many thanks to OSLC, St. James, and Grace Lutheran 
churches for providing these meals.  
Young Adult Bible Study:  Brady Harr reports having 
8-10 average.  Thinking of rebranding with a name 
change, be watching!!  
Education Council: 4th grade Apostles’ Creed class 
coming up in November that Chris Blain will lead. The 
children will lead in worship following class. Milestone 
ministry continues on December 7 with bible cube 
presentation to 1st graders. Children’s Christmas 
program will be December 14 during the second 
service. Camp flyers will be coming out soon. 
Confirmation has 18 in the 7th grade, 19 in 8th 
grade.  Youth group is going strong. Jan Holz will be 
leading upcoming book study, watch for dates.  
 

8. Sign up Wednesday Meal: Council decided on January 
28,2026 for our night to serve.  
 

9. Meeting was unanimously adjourned at 7:40 by Andy 
Binder, followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted. 
Sherry Kloeckl, Secretary  

 

Trea$urer’s Report 
As of October 31, 2025 

 

Year-to-date Offerings: $505,578.06 
Year-to-date Expenses: $494,143.09 

Year-to-date Budget: $554,205.50 
 
 

 

 

 
Thank you, Jane Klug, for your recipe! 

 
 
 

 
 

Honoring our Veterans 
 

 
 

We thank you for your service! 
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Job Opening 
 

1 Part Time Adult Choir Director and  
1 Part Time Joyful Journey  

Worship Team Leader 
 

Inquire with Pastor Randy in the church office.  
Please help us spread the word.  This is critical 
right now.  A resume of experience and two 
written references are required. 
 

Fill Date: As soon as possible 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Don’t forget… 

OSLC is on 

Facebook!  
 

There are times when we need to get out 
information quicker than the weekly bulletins or the 
monthly newsletter will allow.  If we have a sudden 
cancellation of an event or building closure (think 
snow day), we will post it on our Facebook page, as 

well as on our website. 
 

To get the very latest information “like” our 
facebook page.   

www.facebook.com/oslcspearfish 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

 

Not on facebook...? 
 

Opt in to OSLC instant text 

messaging! 

As a reminder, OSLC has an 
instant text messaging system. It allows us to 
communicate time-sensitive information, such as 
event updates, emergency closures, schedule 
changes, etc. If you’ve signed up in the past, you 
don’t have to do anything.  If you haven’t signed up, 
or if your email or phone number has changed, 
please contact the church office at 605-642-3715 or 
oslc@rushmore.com with up-to-date email 
addresses and phone numbers.  

 
Thanks for helping us all stay connected! 

 

 Scriptures  
Dec. 7 Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Dec. 14 Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 3:7-18 
 

Dec. 21 Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Dec. 28 Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Office Notes: 
 

The Church office will be closed on Thursday, December 
25, Friday, December 26, and Thursday, January 1 for the 
Holidays.  The Good Shepherd Clinic will be closed 
Mondays, December 22 and December 29 for the holidays.   
 

The deadline for submission of items for the December 
newsletter is Friday, December 19.  Please send your 

newsletter items to Lisa at oslc4@rushmore.com 

 

Ways to give electronically: 

    

Scan the code or go to our website, click on the Online 
Giving button: 

 

Clicking on that button will take you to a secure page on 
which you can donate to the vital ministries of Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church directly from a checking or savings 
account, or using a credit or debit card. 

Check out our website for the monthly newsletter, 
calendar and much more… www.oslcspearfish.com. 

 

Has your address or phone number changed?  Please let us 
know at 605-642-3715 or e-mail Julie at 

oslc@rushmore.com 
 

Prefer not to receive a paper copy of our newsletter?  Let us 
send you an email with a link to our newsletter when it’s 
posted to our website.  If you are interested, please send 
your email address to Julie at oslc@rushmore.com or call 
us at 605-642-3715. Thank you! 

http://www.facebook.com/oslcspearfish
mailto:oslc@rushmore.com
mailto:oslc4@rushmore.com
http://www.oslcspearfish.com/
mailto:oslc@rushmore.com


 

  DECEMBER 2025   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

1 
  9:00 AM SonShine Squad 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic 
   6:00 PM Cookie Baking for  

 Julefest in the Kitchen 
 

2 
  8:30 AM Fix-it Group 
  9:00 AM Quilting 
  5:30 PM Education Comm 
  6:00 PM Troldhaugen Choir 
  6:00 PM Cookie Baking for  

 Julefest in the Kitchen 
  6:30 PM Young Adult Bible 

Study 

3 
  9:30 AM WELCA Board Mtg. 
  5:00 PM Bell Choir 
  5:15 PM Confirmation 
  5:16 PM Wednesday Supper 
  5:40 PM Wednesday School 
  6:26 PM Wednesday Word 
  7:00 PM Senior Choir  
  7:10 PM HS Youth TLR 
 

Angel Tree Tags 

4 
 

5 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastor’s Day Off 

6 
  8:00 AM Men’s Fellowship 

 

 
 

7 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  
  9:45 AM Education Hour 
10:45 AM Joyful Journey  

Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Grade Bible Cubes 
Angel Tree Tags 

8 
10:30 AM Deborah Circle  

@ Lucky 13’s 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic 

  

9 
  8:30 AM Fix-It Group 
  9:00 AM Quilting 
  2:00 PM Two on Tuesdays 

Women’s Bible Study 
  6:00 PM Finance Comm. 
  6:30 PM Church Council 
  6:30 PM Young Adult Bible 

Study 

10 
  5:00 PM Bell Choir 
  5:15 PM Confirmation 
  5:16 PM Wednesday Supper 
  5:40 PM Wednesday School 
  6:26 PM Wednesday Word 
  7:00 PM Senior Choir  
  7:10 PM HS Youth TLR 

 
 
 
 

11 
11:00 AM Senior Ministry  

Christmas Party 
  1:00 PM Esther Circle 
 

12 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 

13 

  1:00 PM Kids of the Kingdom 
Christmas Program  

Dress Rehearsal in the 
Sanctuary 

 

14 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  
  9:45 AM Education Hour 
10:45 AM Kids of the Kingdom                
                Christmas Program/    
                Joyful Journey 
                Worship Service  

 

15 
10:30 AM Senior Ministry 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 
  6:00 PM Good Shepherd  
                 Clinic  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Angel Tree Gifts Due 

16 
  8:30 AM Fix-It Group 
  9:00 AM Quilting 
  5:30 PM Mission Team 
  6:30 PM Young Adult Bible 

Study 

17 
10:00 AM Spearfish Canyon 

Healthcare Worship Service 
  5:00 PM Bell Choir 
  5:15 PM Bell Choir 
  5:15 PM Confirmation 
  5:16 PM Wednesday Supper 
  5:40 PM Wednesday School 
  6:26 PM Wednesday Word 

  7:00 PM Senior Choir  
 

Angel Tree Gift Delivery 

18 
10:00 AM Ruth Circle    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
  7:00 AM GSC Board Mtg 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Pastor’s Day Off  

Newsletter Items Due 

20 
  8:00 AM Men’s Fellowship 

 

21 
  8:30 AM Worship Service  
10:45 AM Joyful Journey  

Worship Service 

 

22 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 

Good Shepherd Clinic 
Closed 

  

23 
  8:30 AM Fix-It Group 
  9:00 AM Quilting 
  2:00 PM Two on Tuesday  

Women’s Bible Study 
  6:30 PM Young Adult Bible 

Study 
 
 

 

24  

10:45 AM Edgewood Vista 
 Worship Service 

  1:30 PM Candlelight Service 
  3:30 PM Candlelight Service 
  5:30 PM Candlelight Service 
10:00 PM Candlelight Service 

  

25 
 

 
 
 

Merry Christmas!  
Office Closed 

26 
  6:00 AM Christian Business  
               Men’s Group at TLR 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Day Off 
Office Closed 

27 

28 
  9:00 AM Worship Service  

A Service of  
Lesson & Carols 

 

29 
  1:00 PM Yarn Ministry 

Good Shepherd Clinic 
Closed 

 

 

30 
  8:30 AM Fix-It Group 
  9:00 AM Quilting 

 

31 
No Wednesday Evening 

Activities 

January 1 

 
 

New Year’s Day 
Office Closed 

  

!



 

Mission Statement:  Inspired by God’s grace, we open our hearts to all in faith, 
 prayer, fellowship and service through Jesus Christ. 

Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
1020 State Street               Nonprofit Org. 
Spearfish, SD  57783                    U.S. Postage Paid 
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Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
1020 State Street 
Spearfish, SD  57783 
 

Staff:   Randall Fett, Interim Senior Pastor 
Beth Nielsen, Director of Children’s Ministries 

  Chris Blain, Confirmation Instructor 
Julie Lee, Office Manager 

  Lisa Williams, Receptionist 
 
 
Worship: Sundays         8:30 am Worship Service 
            10:45 am Joyful Journey led Worship Service  
  Live stream at 8:30 am or watch later!  Connect through our web site. 
  Wednesday 5:16 pm Wednesday Supper 

6:26 pm Wednesday Word  

 
Church Office located at 1020 State Street 
Church Phone Number:  605-642-3715 
Kitchen/Quilting Phone Number:  605-722-0660 
 
Office Hours:  9:00 am - 3:00 pm Monday thru Friday 
 
WEB site:   www.oslcspearfish.com 
E-mail: oslc@rushmore.com 


